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“Reaching, Teaching, and Serving
in Christ’s Name”

Generally speaking, I am not a fan of spring. Perhaps this is because I
lived in the greater Cleveland area for a large part of my life, but this season has
never been particularly enjoyable for me. The sun shines but the temperature is
deceivingly low. Dead leaves litter the ground and the trees are still lifeless. The
ground is muddy, the wind is fierce and cold, and the rains seem to suck all joy out
of life.
But this year, spring holds the promise of refreshment that we have long
desired. We praise God for His provision through nearly two years of pandemic,
and we thank Him for the lifting of many of the restrictions we have endured. We especially praise the
Lord for the easing of fear about the COVID-19 virus as serious infections and deaths decline. Masks are
coming off with more regularity and life is returning to many of its pre-pandemic qualities.
And yet, therein lies the problem: there is no such thing as “normal” life. Recent headlines tell us
about a war in Ukraine and tensions with Iraq and China – new twists on the same issues many of us have
known since our childhood. So how are we as Christians supposed to encounter these issues? More importantly, how are we supposed to maintain hope in the midst of such times?
This superficially simple question becomes complicated when we realize all the different ways
we pursue an answer. In some cases we believe that a political party is the source of our relief – from international tension, economic duress, or questions of cultural morality. At other times we embrace
“bootstrap philosophy;” the belief that we can improve our situation and the concerns around us if we are
willing to pull ourselves up by our bootstraps. This may mean working harder or smarter, but we believe
we are the directors of our destiny. And to be honest, sometimes the corresponding result is that we simply throw our hands in the air and conclude that our concerns are an act of futility. Therefore, we resign
ourselves to apathy: we can’t change such large matters, so just enjoy what you can and hope the Browns
have a good draft.
Interestingly, this was also a consideration at the root of the book of Ecclesiastes. Solomon examines the problems of life and the myriad means of response, continually returning to the conclusion,
“Meaningless! Everything is meaningless!” The singular exception to a mundane and pointless life, however, is the fact that one day we will all stand before our Creator. His driving point is not living in fear of
judgment, but rather to continue in the joy that comes from seeking to live in righteousness before our
God.
In a similar way, the Lord provided beautiful images of a fruitful and abundant life even in the
midst of trouble through the prophet Jeremiah. These images are likewise given in the context of God’s
warning of judgment. One such illustration is found in Jeremiah 17:7-8, “But blessed is the one who
trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out
its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a
year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.”
(Continued on page 2)
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God never promises that life will be easy.
Belief does not necessarily equal prosperity or
happiness. What our Lord does promise, however,
is that regardless of the situation or the context, we
can live in the joy of His salvation. Jesus expanded
on this reality with similar imagery in John 15:5, “I
am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in
me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart
from me you can do nothing.”
The truly good news for us this spring is
that God promises His presence is not dependent
on our strength. Moses encouraged the Israelites
by saying, “The LORD himself goes before you and
will be with you; he will never leave you nor
forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged” (Deut. 31:8). This encouragement
came after the Israelites had repeatedly abandoned
God’s instruction and His direct intervention for
their salvation. In the New Testament, Paul
instructs Timothy, “If we died with him, we will
also live with him; if we endure, we will also reign
with him. If we disown him, he will also disown
us; if we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he
cannot disown himself” (2 Tim. 2:11-13). Paul’s
life and ministry are living examples of God’s
unmerited, overwhelming grace even for the worst
of sinners. Of course we will struggle, stumble,
and fall; we will have doubts and fears that will
make the
pursuit of faith difficult, to say the
least. But Paul also explains, “No, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through him
who loved us. For I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither
the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans
8:37-39).
The repeated testimony of Scripture is
that God wants to bless those who love and follow
Him. As James puts it, “Submit yourselves, then,
to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
Come near to God and he will come near to
you” (James 4:7-8). This invitation is given to all
of us, and we encourage everyone to be renewed
and refreshed by the ministry of God’s Holy Spirit
as He moves through us in new ways!
For Christ, Rev. Byron
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WELCOME, PASTOR
TOM!
East Ohio Conference Bishop Tracy
Malone has appointed Rev. Tom
Scott to Richmond UMC effective July
1, 2022. Please hold your incoming
Pastoral Family in prayer.
Tom was raised in a Christian home in New
Philadelphia, the second of four children. Saved at
an early age, he grew up enjoying church, Sunday
School, youth group and church camp. It was at
church camp that he received his call to ministry.
After High School, he spent summers doing
ministry, first as Ministry Coordinator at Atwood
Lake Park and then as a Camp Counselor at Camp
Asbury. He received his first church appointment in
1997 and has served a variety of rural churches
around the East Ohio Conference since then and has
been blessed to see God work in people’s lives again
and again. He was ordained an elder in the
Conference in 2006.
Him and his wife, Michelle have been married for
nearly 23 years. Together they have two children.
Their daughter Marissa is twenty and currently
attends the University of Mount Union studying to
be an English educator. Their son, Josh is nearly 18
and will graduate in May; Josh is enlisted in the Ohio
National Guard and will attend advanced training
this summer in San Antonio, Texas.
Gifts for Ministry:
Preaching and Teaching, Prayer, Discipling, Working
with Lay Leadership, Spirit-led
Education and Service:
New Philadelphia High School, 1995
Pleasant Grove UMC, 1997 - 1999
Kent State University, BGS, 1999
Dover Faith/Crooked Run, 1999 - 2001
Lakeville/Bigelow, 2001 - 2003
Ashland Theological Seminary, M. Dev., 2003
Stafford/Graysville, 2003 - 2006
Adamsville, 2006 - 2013
Marion Salem, 2013 - 2016
Winona, 2016 - present
New Garden, 2019 - present

APRIL MEETINGS & EVENTS
April 2 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Livestreamed Worship Service
1 p.m., 4H Meeting
April 4 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
April 7 1 p.m., Bible Study
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts
April 9 8-10:30 a.m., Pancake Breakfast
10:30 a.m., Easter Egg Hunt Registration
7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Livestreamed Worship Service
April 10 Palm Sunday
April 11 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
April 14 1 p.m., Bible Study
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts
April 14 5:30 p.m., Maundy Thursday Potluck
Dinner and Communion
April 15 7 p.m., Good Friday Service
April 16 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Livestreamed Worship Service
April 17 Happy Easter!
7 a.m., Sunrise Service
9 a.m., Worship Service - Livestreamed
10:30 a.m., Worship Service
April 18 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
April 21 1 p.m., Bible Study
2 p.m., UMW Meeting
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts
April 23 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Livestreamed Worship Service
April 25 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
6:30 p.m., Nurture Meeting
April 28 1 p.m., Bible Study
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts
April 30 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Livestreamed Worship Service

MAY MEETINGS & EVENTS
May 1
May 2
May 3
May 5

1 p.m., 4H Meeting
2:30 p.m., New Body Club
Election Day - No Prime Time
1 p.m., Bible Study
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts
May 7 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Livestreamed Worship Service
May 8 Mother’s Day
May 9 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
May 10 9 - 1 p.m., Retired Teacher’s Luncheon
May 12 1 p.m., Bible Study
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts
May 14 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Livestreamed Worship Service
May 15 Graduate Sunday
May 16 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
6:30 p.m., Administrative Council
May 19 1 p.m., Bible Study
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts
May 21 12 - 6 p.m., Boy Scout Spaghetti Dinner
7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Livestreamed Worship Service
May 23 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
6:30 p.m., Nurture Meeting
May 26 1 p.m., Bible Study
2 p.m., UMW Meeting
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts
May 28 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Livestreamed Worship Service
May 30 8-10 a.m., Memorial Day Breakfast
Office Closed
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Come celebrate
Mother’s Day
with us!
Sunday, May 8
9:00 & 10:30 a.m. Services

SR. YOUTH GROUP
(Students: grades 7 - 12)

Watch the bulletin or call
Betty Powley (740-543-8448)
for more information.

April 10: Given by Bob & Carla Scott in
honor of Meghan, Collin, Emma,
Brennan & Audrey
April 17: Given by Norma & Eugene
Brown in memory of Mabel & Wendell &
Sandy Brown
April 24: Given by Barbara McElroy in
honor of her & Ron’s anniversary
May 1: Given by Henni Crain in
honor of Bailey & Hannah Crain
May 8: Open
May 15: Given by Dan & Peggy
Vojvodich in memory of Paul & Gwen
Blackburn
May 22: Given by Dave & Connie
Somerville in honor of Blake Horvath’s
graduation
May 29: Given by Jennifer Lawrence in
memory of Curtis (Bud) & Becky Jones

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, APRIL 10
2 - 5 p.m.
Camp Asbury staff is excited to provide
another season of summer camp this
year! The theme for Summer 2022 is
“Creation Speaks.” This summer, we will
explore the ways that Jesus used creation
to teach God’s love. Whether it be
through light, water, earth, animals, or
the changing of the seasons themselves,
God’s handiwork will be
celebrated and experienced firsthand at
camp. Another fun summer at Camp Asbury is right around the corner!

Please join us for
Maundy Thursday
Potluck Dinner
and Communion
April 14 at 5:30 p.m.
Sign-up at the Hospitality Table.

PALM SUNDAY
April 10
9:00 & 10:30 a.m. Services

APRIL / MAY
ALTAR FLOWERS
April 3: Given by Marge Andres
in memory of Marie Eimer

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
FOR THESE
SPECIAL SERVICES

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
April 15 - 7 p.m.
at RUMC

Please join us for
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 17
7:00 a.m., Sunrise Service
at Richmond Park (College Campus)

9:00 a.m., Worship Service
(Also to be Livestreamed)

10:30 a.m., Worship Service

EASTER OFFERING
The offering will benefit Refuge for
Women, a nonprofit, faith-based
organization providing specialized long
-term care for women who have
escaped human trafficking or sexual
exploitation.

EASTER EGG
HUNT
Saturday, April 9
for children up to
4th grade
Registration is at 10:30 a.m. at
the gazebo by the church.
Filled eggs need to be returned to
the church by Sunday, April 3.
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SPECIAL THANK
YOUS
Richmond Church Family,
“I want to thank everyone for
their love and prayers to me in the loss
of my only son, Tom. He was 56 yrs. old and
he was ready to meet our Lord. I wasn’t
ready for Tom to leave us, especially his 3
children and 2 grandsons. He is greatly
missed and was loved by many family
members and his friends. Thank you for all
the love, cards and prayers.” Love to All,
Wilma Kough and family
“Thank you everyone for the cards and
prayers. Everyday we thank God for blessing
us with so many amazing friends. We have
such a great support system that helps
Eugene stay strong so he can fight this
battle. We love each and everyone of you.”
Norma & Eugene Brown

CANDIDATES FOR
GRADUATION
If you know of anyone
who has a connection to
our church and will be graduating from
high school or college, please notify
Sharon Kramarich (740-765-5430)
or the church office (740-765-4957).
We would like to share additional info.
about our graduates in the June/July
Newsletter. Please mark your calendar
for Graduate Sunday - May 15

“Thank you so much for your continued
support to the Cancer Dietary Initiative.
This support helps our local cancer patients
meet their nutritional needs while undergoing treatment. Sincere CDI thanks for your
heartfelt donation.” CDI Board
Dear Friends in Mission, “Thank you! The
dear people you just helped with your gift to
UMCOR may never have the opportunity to
meet you, but if they did, I am certain their
response would be - thank you! Together,
may we continue to reveal the love of God
for men, women, and children of all ethnic,
racial, cultural, and national backgrounds
and to demonstrate genuine love for our
neighbors.” Grace and Peace, Roland
Fernandes, General Secretary

GIFTS WERE GIVEN
To the UMW Bereavement Fund
in memory of Donna Grimm
To the Memorial Fund in
memory of Pat Grimes, Gloria Gill &
Izetta Ankrum
To the Emergency Fund in memory of
Jim & Tom Kough
To the Sanctuary Fund in memory of
Donna Grimm

UNITED METHODIST
WOMEN
April & May Meetings
2 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
Thursday, Apr. 28
Program: Sue Frye
Hostess: Connie Somerville
Thursday, May 26
Program: TBA
Hostess: Cheryl Cline

DONATIONS
We are collecting money
to renovate the sanctuary.
If you would like to give
in that area, please mark
your offering envelopes
“Sanctuary Renovations”.

OUR SYMPATHIES
To Sharon & Frank Wozniak
& family on the death of
Sharon’s mother-in-law, Lula
Wozniak, who passed away February 6.
To Dennis & Sherry Hoobler & family
on the death of Dennis’ brother, Howard
Hoobler, who passed away March 4.
To Jim & Amanda Harris & family on the
death of Jim’s mother, Esther Harris, who
passed away March 14.
To Gary & Susan Risnear & family on
the death of Gary’s brother, Gerald
Risnear Sr., who passed away March 15.

RECEIVED INTO
MEMBERSHIP
ON FEBRUARY 13
We are delighted to
welcome our new member,
Earl “Pee Wee” Pearce

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY
With Lent beginning on March 2,
Ash Wednesday, jars for the annual
Change A Life collection will begin and
continue through Palm Sunday, April 10.
The collection will benefit Ken and Sue
Sawka, missionaries in Zambia who have
been Bible translators for more than 30
years and have a Richmond/Wintersville
connection. The jars will be at the back
of the church.

