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“Reaching, Teaching, and Serving
in Christ’s Name”

Richmond United Methodist Church

A Note From Rev. Byron

Through the month of January we have discussed Ephesians
1:3-14. This introduction of Paul’s salient points to the Christians in
Ephesus is jam-packed with theologically dense material, and even a
month of sermons was probably not enough to do justice to these
ideas. The simple reality, however, is that dwelling on a dozen verses
for a vast swath of time is not conducive to a meaningful worship
experience. (In other words, I think we would get a bit bored if we kept
going over these same verses, no matter how good it is.)
And yet, there has been one thought that has gotten stuck in my mind, one point
that I wish I would have spent more time developing. We examined how God wants to
bless us out of His love and for His glory, and toward that end He has redeemed us from
our slavery to sin. Such an act is the proof of His great love. Furthermore, we can be
assured of our eternal salvation in Him because of God’s power and promise; we are
predestined for salvation when Christ’s kingdom is finally fulfilled.
But does that mean God doesn’t act in our lives? Are we left to our own devices and
decisions without any kind of plan in place by God for our improvement and success?
The easy answer is that God’s salvation is our only real, tangible need. As Paul put
it in Philippians 1:21, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” We have the
“instruction manual” of Scripture and the promise that if we seek Him, our Lord will be
found. Since God works with us to bring us closer to His holiness through the Holy Spirit,
then whatever happens will happen; no worries, right? Such an answer doesn’t exactly
leave us feeling any better during times of duress, though.
The next easiest answer is to recognize that God has invested talents and natural
abilities in each of us. Of course, how we use these talents is then left up to us, but every
one of us is uniquely created with a wide spectrum of interests and capabilities. Some are
gifted in music while some couldn’t carry a tune in a bucket. Some have a natural affinity
for working with their hands and fixing materials, while others are able to help heal
broken hearts and fix wounded spirits. But does that mean we can only rely on other
people? David responds most appropriately to this idea in 2 Samuel 24:14, “Let us fall into
the hands of the LORD, for his mercy is great; but do not let me fall into human hands.”
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)
At the foundation of this concern
for God’s action with us is our desire for
God to intervene not just in ancient history,
but in our individual, daily lives. We want
the Lord to guide us and lead us. For some,
that’s a result of piety and a humble,
contrite heart that our Father wants us to
manifest. For others of us, however, we
want God’s guidance because we know we
are prone to wander, likely to mess things
up, and we have no doubt that we can find
trouble without even looking too hard. We
want God’s touch because we know we are
sinners; rebellious sheep who either
accidentally walk ourselves into trouble or
who joyfully bounce our way into pickle
after pickle.
Friends, the desire of God’s heart is
to walk with us in everything we face.
That’s why Paul also says, “In the same way
the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we
do not know how to pray as we should, but
the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with
groanings too deep for words; and He who
searches the hearts knows what the mind
of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for
the saints according to the will of God.”
Furthermore, the gifts of the Spirit
discussed in Galatians 5:22-23 are grown
in our lives as we continually seek the
presence of God. That is to say, God meets
us in our weakness and turns our sorrow
into dancing.
This sounds good, but I must confess
that I have not been particularly good at
following these instructions. Many times
throughout my life, my eyes have looked at
God through my problems and the
struggles of the day, instead of looking at
my hardships through the promises of God.
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With wonton glee, I have chased after the
baubles of this world instead of remaining
rooted in the promises of Christ’s kingdom
yet to come. And therein lies one of the most
obvious (yet most difficult) realities of
Christianity: we are called to change. Beyond
altering negative behaviors, however, this
change happens at the level of our
innermost heart. It means sacrificing the
human will that leads us astray to the divine
will of God.
God promises that He will be with us
and even more, that we can know Him
personally. That promise goes beyond
reading His biography or hearing about
what He thinks. Galatians 5:25 bluntly
states, “If we live by the Spirit, let us also
walk by the Spirit.” But the impact of this
trek is clarified in Romans 12:1-2,
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters,
in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to
God—this is your true and proper worship.
Do not conform to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind. Then you will be able to test
and approve what God’s will is—his good,
pleasing and perfect will.”
Friends, God is as close to us as we
are willing to let Him be. But what that
means is that we dare not hide behind any
excuse or rationalization. We can’t say,
“that’s just how I am (or how he is / she is /
they are),” nor can we allow ourselves the
mistaken belief, “this wouldn’t really matter
to God.” To lay our lives at the foot of the
cross is an arduous and daily task, but it is
the culmination of a willingness for God’s
power to lead every facet of that life. With
joy, therefore, we are called to live for Christ
and to revel in God’s might.
For Christ, Byron

FEBRUARY MEETINGS
AND EVENTS
Feb. 3 - 1 p.m., Bible Study
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts
Feb. 6 - 1 p.m., 4-H Meeting
Feb. 7 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
Feb. 10 - 1 p.m., Bible Study
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts
Feb. 12 - 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Worship Service
Feb. 14 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
Feb. 17 - 1 p.m., Bible Study
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts

MARCH MEETINGS
AND EVENTS
Mar. 2 - 7 p.m., Ash Wednesday Service
Mar. 3 - 1 p.m., Bible Study
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts
Mar. 5 - 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Worship Service
Mar. 6 - 1 p.m., 4-H Meeting
Mar. 7 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
Mar. 10 - 1 p.m., Bible Study
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts
Mar. 12 - 12 p.m., Baby Shower
7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Worship Service
Mar. 14 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club

Feb. 19 - 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Worship Service

Mar. 17 - 1 p.m., Bible Study
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts

Feb. 20 - ‘Love Your Neighbor” Sunday
(Light meal after each service)

Mar. 19 - 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Worship Service

Feb. 21 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club

Mar. 21 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
6:30 p.m., Admin. Council

Feb. 24 - 1 p.m., Bible Study
2 p.m., UMW Meeting
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts

Mar. 24 - 1 p.m., Bible Study
2 p.m., UMW Meeting
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts

Feb. 26 - 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Worship Service

Mar. 26 - 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Worship Service

Feb. 28 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
6:30 p.m., Nurture Meeting

Mar. 28 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
6:30 p.m., Nurture Meeting
Mar. 31 - 1 p.m., Bible Study
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts
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FEBRUARY & MARCH
ALTAR FLOWERS
Feb. 6: Given by the Boy Scouts
in honor of Scout Sunday (Thank you
RUMC for all the support!)
Feb. 13: Given by the Boy Scouts in
honor of American Legion Post 740
(Thanks for the support!)
Feb. 20: Given by Tim & Tina Bryan in
memory of Evelyn Bryan
Feb. 27: Given by Mike, Mark, Dave,
Darrin, & Kevin Judy & families in honor
of Phil & Sandy Judy’s 62nd wedding
anniversary
March 6: Given by Linda Gubanez &
family in memory of dad, Ed Nuske
March 13: Given by Hope Eimer in
memory of Bob Eimer
March 20: Given by Jim Ramsey in
memory of Fred & Mary Ramsey

SCHOLARSHIPS
AVAILABLE
Now is the time to seek
out and apply for
scholarships to help defray the cost
of attending college. The East Ohio
Conference website simplifies your
search. Go to www.eocumc.com/
scholarships/index.html for a listing
of all the scholarships, grants, and
loans that are available across all
levels of The United Methodist
Church.

“LOVE YOUR
NEIGHBOR”
SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 20
A light meal will be served
after each service.
Hosted by the Outreach Committee

We are in need of
someone to run the
PowerPoint at the 9:00
or 10:30 a.m. service.
If you are interested in
either of these positions,
please contact the church
office (740-765-4957).

Most of the applications are due in
March, so don’t delay. Start your
search today.

March 2 - 7 p.m.
Prepare for the
Lenten Season with
this special service.

March 27: Given by Karen Hibbs in
honor of Tasha’s birthday

DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS TIME
begins on Sunday,
March 13th, so
remember to spring your clocks ahead by
one hour before you go to bed on Saturday,
March 12th.

CHRISTMAS OFFERING
$836.00 was the total of the Christmas
offering. It will be divided between the
Urban Mission and the Friendship
Room. Thank you for giving so
generously to this outreach!
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SPECIAL
THANK YOUS
Dear Church Family, “Words
cannot express the love & support
we have felt from you all. Thank you so much!
May the joy & wonder of this Advent season
and the beauty and wonder of the birth of our
Lord & Savior be with you today & always.”
God Bless! Ed & Gloria Mercer
Dear Friends, “Thank you for all the prayers,
cards and support. Our church family means
so much to us. Thank you Pastor Byron your
caring and prayers are appreciated. Merry
Christmas to all.” Love, Bob & Linda Birney
A huge THANK YOU to Kathy Ramsey for her
wonderful work for our community. Most
especially for the glorious John Gregg
Elementary Christmas program she orchestrated on Thursday, Dec. 15th.
Kathy, your devotion, and work to your career
and to God are exemplary! You are a true
blessing to so many. Thank You! ~ Chrissy &
Bree Brown
To All My Friends & Church Family, “Thank
you all for the special part you had in my
surprise party. This church has been a part of
my family for 90 years. May God bless you all.”
Love, Twyla Pollock
Thank you to all those who participated &
worked behind the scenes for “A Night in
Bethlehem” and the Christmas Eve Services.
We really appreciate it!
Dear Richmond UMC, “We sincerely thank you
for your kind contribution to Starting Point
Community Outreach. We are truly blessed to
be part of a giving community and more so to
be a part of the body of Christ! Your contribution allows us to continue to assist members
of our community!” Sincerely, Silvia
Hernandez, Executive Director

THANK YOUS
CONTINUED
Richmond UMC, “We are so appreciative of
the dinner you provided after our mom’s
funeral service. The food was outstanding,
and it was really nice to see so many faces
from the church that we all grew up in.
Thanks to everyone involved for helping us
on that difficult day.”
From the family of Donna Grimm,
Jeff & Judy Grimm
Greg & Margaret Grimm
Janet & Gus Maragos

OUR SYMPATHIES
To the family of Donna Grimm,
who passed away December 19th.
To Wilma Kough & family on the
death of her son, Tom Kough, who
passed away December 21st.
To Dona & Joseph Cavanaugh &
family on the death of Dona’s father-inlaw, Joseph Lawson Cavanaugh, who
passed away December 31st.
To Shari & Mike Tice & family on the
death of Shari’s mom, Pat Grimes, who
passed away January 10.
To Dave Gill & family on the death of
his mom, Gloria Gill, who passed away
January 14.

THANK YOU
FROM OUTREACH

UNITED METHODIST
WOMEN

Thank you to all those who donated
socks for men, women and children in
the month of December. They were
donated to the Friendship Room.

February & March
Meetings:

OUTREACH UPDATE
FEBRUARY
* “Love Your Neighbor” Sunday planned
for Sunday, Feb. 20 with a light meal
served after each service. Watch
bulletins and displays for details.
MARCH
* With Lent beginning on March 2, Ash
Wednesday, jars for the annual Change
A Life collection will begin and continue
through Palm Sunday, April 10. The
collection will benefit Ken and Sue
Sawka, missionaries in Zambia who
have been Bible translators for more
than 30 years and have a Richmond/
Wintersville connection.
APRIL
* An Easter Egg hunt is planned for
Saturday, April 9 at the gazebo area
near the church.
* The Easter envelope offering will
benefit Refuge for Women, a nonprofit,
faith-based organization providing
specialized long-term care for women
who have escaped human trafficking or
sexual exploitation.

Thursday, Feb. 24 at 2 p.m.
Location: Fellowship Hall
Program: Marge Andres
“Prayer and Self Denial”
Hostess: Barbara Grimm
Thursday, March 24 at 2 p.m.
Program: Connie Somerville
Hostess: TBA
All women of the church are
welcome to attend.

SR. YOUTH GROUP
(Students: grades 7 - 12)

Watch the bulletin or
call Betty Powley
(740-543-8448) for info.

GIFTS WERE
GIVEN
To the General Fund, the
Memorial Fund, the UMW
Bereavement Fund and
Praise & Worship in memory of
Donna Grimm
To the Memorial Fund in memory
of Jean Proffitt

