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“Reaching, Teaching, and Serving
in Christ’s Name”

In recent weeks, I have been honored to serve as the officiant for multiple
funerals. As a pastor, I consider the act of standing with people in their most
difficult time of grief as a unique privilege, and one that I take very seriously.
But this is not to say that everybody feels the same way. I have had funerals
where the family tapped a keg in the parking lot, as well as a myriad of other
shenanigans that would make most of our “more seasoned” generations go
pale. After quite a bit of thought, however, I’ve come to the conclusion that
our younger generations (i.e., the Millennials and Generation Z) – which are also historically the
least “churched” generations in American history – oftentimes simply do not know what is expected
of them in this situation. They either have not been taught certain concepts or they have never been
in contact with such events.
So for this newsletter article, I would like to briefly discuss a few salient tips that will hopefully
help our younger people in the event of a funeral. I would encourage our “seasoned” readers to
consider what additional information might be appropriate to each of your family situations.
1. Please do not wear revealing or risque clothes to a funeral. We fully understand that people
want to look nice for special events, but if you would also wear that outfit to a school dance or out
on a date, then it is probably not the best choice for the funeral.
Similarly (and especially for the gents), please do not wear the same clothes that you might wear for
sporting events, working in the fields, or wrestling pigs. We fully understand that these activities
are necessary, but unless these clothes are worn by the family for a special purpose, perhaps a nice
shirt and pants would be a better choice.
2. Please, for the love of all that’s holy, do not take selfies with the dearly departed – especially if
you are doing so as a “Tik-Tok Challenge” or other social media stunt. We understand that our
younger generations live in a different time than our “seasoned” folks. And we also get it that people cope with grief differently. But please show respect for the family and let this one slide. Besides, is this really how you want to remember your dearly departed family member?
As a side note, if the deceased wasn’t particularly important to you, then please remember that
they were important to others. We would kindly ask everyone to pay respect and consideration not
just to the dead, but also to the living.
3. Generally speaking, please put down your phones. (FYI, this one goes for everybody, if we’re
really honest.) Please turn down the phone volume or turn off the ringer (“seasoned” folks, your
grandchildren know how to do this and will be happy to assist if you need). The fact of the matter is
that funerals are special times for families to gather in solidarity and support of one another. You
may not think that putting your phone away makes that much of a difference, but your family will
notice. Your willingness to interact with people who are hurting in their loss means more than we
can easily put into words.
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Now, there is a caveat to this one, namely
that our phones help us keep track of
travelling family members, as well as
provide an easy way for friends and family
to provide support. Please use these
services sparingly, however, and it’s still a
good idea to put them on vibrate.
4. Finally, please understand that we are
going to talk about Jesus. We recognize
that we live in a world that claims
“separation of church and state,” but a legal
definition and adherence to secular
standards doesn’t provide any real comfort
in this most difficult of times. We don’t
really care about what celebrities or social
media influencers claim about evolution,
aliens, trans-dimensional warp theory or
any other such material. Encountering
death is sobering and difficult. People
don’t need to have a political argument or a
debate about the metaphysical nature of
spirituality. At funerals, we are hurting
people gathering together for mutual
support based on the promise of Jesus in
Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three
are gathered in my name, there am I with
them.”
By the by, death is one of the exceedingly
few guarantees about life. One day each of
us will face the grave. The science being
taught in schools says that our lives are
meaningless and death is just the balancing
of an equation. Yet we mourn and grieve
because this person has meant a great deal
to us. There are variables that science can’t
account for, and these are the moments
when God speaks directly to our hearts.
Don’t discount His voice.
Please listen closely, because He is calling
for each of us to embrace His love and
receive His grace. At funerals, our tears of
love bear witness to the reality of God’s
mercy – if only we will listen.
In Christ, Byron

“TRUNK OR TREAT”
Sunday, Oct. 31
5 - 7 p.m.
If you would like to be a part of Trunk
or Treat in the church parking lot,
please sign up at the
Hospitality table or call Janice
Kiaski (740-765-4834).

Sunday, Nov. 7
at 4:00 p.m.
at Carrollton First
UMC

THANKSGIVING
SERVICE!
SUNDAY, NOV. 21
6:30 p.m. at the at RUMC

THANKSGIVING
ENVELOPES
The proceeds of the Thanksgiving
envelopes will benefit UMCOR, the
United Methodist Commission on
Relief, to help in areas impacted by
flooding.

OCTOBER MEETINGS
& EVENTS
Oct. 2 - 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Live Stream Worship Service
Oct. 3 - 6 p.m., Sr. Youth Group
Oct. 4 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
Oct. 6 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting
10 a.m., Women’s Renewal
Oct. 7 - 1 p.m., Bible Study
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
Oct. 9 - 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Live Stream Worship Service
Oct. 10 - 6 p.m., Sr. Youth Group
Oct. 11 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
Oct. 13 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting
10 a.m., Women’s Renewal
Oct. 14 - 9-12 p.m., UMW Ohio Valley District Fall
Meeting
1 p.m., Bible Study
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
Oct. 16 - 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Live Stream Worship Service
Oct. 17 - 6 p.m., Sr. Youth Group
Oct. 18 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
Oct. 20 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting
10 a.m., Women’s Renewal
Oct. 21 - 1 p.m., Bible Study
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
Oct. 23 - 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Live Stream Worship Service
Oct. 24 - 6 p.m., Sr. Youth Group
Oct. 25 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
6:30 p.m., Nurture Meeting
Oct. 27 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting
10 a.m., Women’s Renewal
Oct. 28 - 1 p.m., Bible Study
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts
Oct. 30 - 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Live Stream Worship Service
Oct. 31 - 5 - 7 p.m., Trunk or Treat

NOVEMBER MEETINGS
& EVENTS
Nov. 1 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
Nov. 2 - Election Day - No Prime Time
Nov. 3 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting
10 a.m., Women’s Renewal
Nov. 4 - 1 p.m., Bible Study
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts
Oct. 6 - 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Live Stream Worship Service
Nov. 7 - End of Daylight Savings Time
All Saints Sunday
4 p.m., Charge Conference at Carrollton
First UMC
Nov. 8 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
Nov. 10 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting
10 a.m., Women’s Renewal
Nov. 11 - 1 p.m., Bible Study
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts
Nov. 13 - 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Live Stream Worship Service
Nov. 15 - 6:30 p.m., Administrative Council Meeting
Nov. 17 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting
10 a.m.,, Women’s Renewal
Nov. 18 - 1 p.m., Bible Study
2 p.m., UMW Meeting
4:30 p.m., Praise Practice
5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts
6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts
Oct. 20 - 7 p.m., Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Live Stream Worship Service
Nov. 21 - 6:30 p.m., Thanksgiving Service at RUMC
Nov. 22 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club
6:30 p.m., Nurture Meeting
Nov. 23 - 10 a.m., Decorating the church for Christmas
Nov. 24 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting
10 a.m., Women’s Renewal
Nov. 25 - Happy Thanksgiving
Office Closed
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Election Day,
Nov. 2
No Prime
Time

OCTOBER & NOVEMBER
ALTAR FLOWERS
Oct. 3: Given by the Pollock family
in memory of Art & Rodney

SUNDAY,
NOV. 7
Remember to turn your clocks
back one hour when you go
to bed on Saturday night.

The Office will be
closed on
November 25th.

Oct. 24: Given by Norma & Eugene Brown
in memory of Kenneth Talamine
Oct. 31: Given by Linda Gubanez in honor
of Pastor Georgette Gaston
Nov. 7: Given by Ed & Gloria Mercer in
honor of Sherri, Malania, TJ & Mallory
Nov. 14: Given by Jim & Peggy Ramsey in
memory of Lois Ramsey
Nov. 21: Given by Harry & Debbie Thomas
in memory of Ruth Judy
Nov. 28: Given by Donna James in memory
of Ralph & Martha Tinney

is collecting donations
of new or gently used
coats, hats and gloves for men,
women and children for
distribution by Urban Mission
Ministries at the end of October.
Any donations can be left at the
outreach table area.
The deadline is Sunday, Oct. 24.

CEMETERY PLOTS
The Richmond United Methodist
Church has been given 44 cemetery
plots at Fort Steuben Burial
Estates. The church would like to
sell them as we really have no need
to keep them. The present price
for the plots at the cemetery is near
$1600 each.
The church's asking price is $600
each. The plots are located in the
East Park sections A-12 plots, B- 8
plots, and C-24 plots. The East Park
section is located immediately
inside the main entrance.
For more information contact Mike
Mettenberger at 740-765-4556.

DECORATING COMMITTEE
The church will be getting some freshening
up in the upcoming months and volunteers
are sought to help decide color schemes
and other aesthetics. Please contact the
office (740) 765-4957, if you are interested
in joining.

WOMEN’S RENEWAL

BIBLE STUDY

Oct. 10: Given by Ed & Sue Frye in honor
of the Glory of God
Oct. 17: Given by Marge Andres in
memory of John & Marie Eimer and Ron
Andres

OUTREACH
COMMITTEE

Thursdays at 1 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall
We will continue to livestream the
study on the Richmond Pastor
Facebook page.

CLERGY APPRECIATION
MONTH
October is Clergy Appreciation
Month. Seek out creative ways to
express your love and appreciation
for Rev. Byron, as well as for his
family.

has started back up on
Wednesdays at 10 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall.
Study: Bible in Life
by David C. Cook
Contact Marge Andres
(740-282-8090) for more
information.

GIFTS WERE GIVEN
To the Memorial Fund in
memory of Ruth Carson &
Jami Wedlake.
To Praise & Worship in
memory of Jami Wedlake
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SPECIAL THANK
YOU’S
Dear Church Family,
“I would like to thank you
all for your prayers and
thoughtfulness in sending cards to
my mom (Arlene Serdar) at Wyngate.
It brightens her day to receive mail.
She is doing well.” Love & Prayers,
Brenda Serdar
RUMC, “Thank you so much for the
student school supplies. We really
appreciate your kindness.”
Edison High School
Richmond UMC, “Thank you for your
continued support of our students at
Edison High School. We appreciate
your donation of school supplies and
will give them to students on our first
day back. Go Cats!” Joshua Leisure,
Assist. Principal
Thank you for your prayers and cards
during my recovery. I am also thankful
that God has put all of you in my life.
Joe Carducci
“I just wanted to thank you all for your
thoughts, prayers & love. I miss you all
and hope to be back with you all soon.
My recovery is coming along slowly,
but I hope to be back soon.”
Love, Henni Crain

SCHOOL
SUPPLIES
Thank you to all
those who
donated school supplies for
Edison Local schools.
Your generosity is greatly
appreciated!

A BELATED
CONGRATULATIONS!
To Vance & Tammy McConnell on
the birth of their son, Christian
Gregory, who was born on June 30.
To John & Kelli McConnell on the birth of their
son, Lukah John, who was born on July 31.
Congratulations also to grandparents, Jim &
Suzanne McConnell and great-grandparents,
Kenny & Linda McConnell.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Is now being held during the 9 a.m.
service following the Children’s Chat.

UNITED METHODIST
WOMEN
Upcoming Dates:
Meeting: October 28 at 2 p.m.

Program: Pledge Service
Joyce Proffitt
Meeting: November 18 at 2 p.m.
Program: World Thank Offering
presented by Barbara Grimm
All women of the church
are invited to attend.

SR. YOUTH GROUP
(Students: grades 9 - 12)
Sundays from 6 - 8 p.m.
at the church

Cookie dough fundraiser is
yet to be determined.
If interested contact Betty
Powley (740-543-8448)
Thank you for your
previous support.

OUR SYMPATHIES
2022 ALTAR
FLOWERS
The Sunday schedule of
altar flowers is now available
on the Hospitality table.
The price of the flowers are $25.00
and may be purchased “in memory
of” or “in honor of” individuals.

To Barb & Tom Grimm &
family on the death of Barb’s
sister, Ruth Carson, who
passed away August 27.
To Lisa & Rodney Jenkins & family on
the death of Rodney’s mom, Ruth Jenkins,
who passed away August 29.
To Jane Green & family on the death of
her brother, John Lash, who passed away
September 4.
To Tom Wedlake and Shannan Gosbin
& family on the death of Tom’s wife and
Shannan’s mom, Jami Wedlake, who
passed away September 16.
To Cathy Call & family on the death of
her mom, Margaret Cline, who passed
away September 23.

To Wendi & Rick Ramsey & family on
the death of Wendi’s mom, Nancy Woods,
who passed away Sept. 24.

