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eagerly awaits you  
at RUMC. 

 I had the unique privilege of being a part of the Wheaton College 
Men’s Glee Club when I attended that institution many (very many) years ago.  
I was further blessed to serve as the group’s social chairman for a year.  Most 
of the time this meant setting up social get-togethers and helping foster  
fellowship within the group.  But once a year, it also meant being in charge of 
the “old man” letter that we sent to every alumnus. 
 Now, writing the letter was not hard.  And the college bookstore had 
a photocopier.  Even updating and printing out the address labels was not too 
bad, but stuffing the envelopes and preparing them for mailing… Well, that 
was a chore.  So as was tradition, the social chairman would be given three minutes to make his plea 
to the group for their help after rehearsal.  Some of the former chairmen gave impassioned (albeit 
brief) speeches about duty, service, and faithfulness.  Others would mention, “many hands make for 
light work,” and simply ask the group for their help.  (In truth, we knew that this was a large task 
that needed all of us to pitch in, and that we were expected to do so “without grumbling.”  We just 
liked being asked.) 
 Luckily for me, the gentleman who was the social secretary before me couldn’t help but go 
a little bit… overboard with his speech.  He began by explaining how long it would take to stuff one 
envelope, then multiplied that by the number being sent out.  “If I had to do this alone,” he told us, 
“it would take me three weeks.”  We were musicians and knew how to count; there was no way 
stuffing a few hundred envelopes would take so long.  But he then explained how he would have to 
take breaks to get a drink of water since licking so many stamps and envelopes would parch his 
mouth.  Then he would need to periodically get bandages for the multiple paper cuts he would get 
from careless mistakes, and subsequently he would have to invest more time reprinting letters and 
re-addressing envelopes that were blood-stained.  Loss of blood would require him to eat more 
(and take more breaks), and his girlfriend would certainly get jealous while he was spending so 
much time stuffing stupid envelopes, so he would also have to stop what he was doing to take her 
on a couple of dates.  (All of us knew his girlfriend.  None of us doubted this statement.)  The  
consequences of this task got sillier by the moment, until eventually his loss of time would become a 
sore spot in his future marriage that would require years of counseling, and he was even concerned 
that it could turn into a generational curse afflicting his future, as-yet-unborn children.  “So on  
behalf of these poor, cursed children, would you please stay for thirty short minutes and save my 
life?” 
 Not only did we stay, but we had a great time stuffing those envelopes as we laughed at his 
“mild exaggerations.”  We would continue throughout the year to talk about his speech, especially 
any time we needed to work together.  A truly wonderful spirit of brotherhood developed because 
we gladly sought to “save each other’s life” by holding a door, picking up trash, or handing out  
music.           CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
  

 A Note From Rev. Byron 

http://www.richmondumc.org/
mailto:secretary@Richmondumc.org


2  

THANKSGIVING 
CHALLENGE  

 

We are collecting chicken 
noodle soup for Urban  

Mission Ministries to distribute for 
Thanksgiving. Please bring your  
donation to the church and leave 
them at the display area.  
The collection runs from Nov. 1-15. 

THANKSGIVING 
SERVICE!  

 

     SUNDAY, NOV. 22 

   6:30 p.m. at RUMC 

 

 

Sunday, Oct. 25  
at 4:00 p.m.  

at Mt. Pleasant UMC  

 

 “TRUNK OR TREAT” 
Saturday, Oct. 31 
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  

 

If you would like to be a part of  

Trunk or Treat in the church  

parking lot, please sign up at the  

Hospitality table or call Janice  

Kiaski (740-765-4834). 

We will be meeting outside ONLY with 
social distancing of vehicles. 

 I firmly believe that the Church 
is at its best when we gladly serve one 
another with a spirit of joy.  That’s 
what the Glee Club had that year, and I 
am truly blessed that such a spirit 
dwells in our midst, too.  I would be 
unable to list each time members of 
the church have stepped forward to 
help in a myriad of forms, and I’m sure 
I would forget many of them if I tried.  
Beyond completing a task, I am 
amazed at the joy we find as we work 
together.  This is due to the hearts of 
you, my dear siblings in Christ, but I 
truly believe that the leaders of our 
ministries must be commended.  Like 
my friend, they engage us and make 
the task fun.  They lead by example 
and with their hearts set on Christ.  I 
am unable to thank you all enough for 
all you do.       
 And so, to everyone who 
serves on a committee, works with 
kids, leads groups, serves in admin-
istration, leads in worship, helps with 
the upkeep of the building, provides a 
clean and safe environment, and to all 
of you who participate in our  
fellowship with your hearts full of joy, 
I sincerely, earnestly thank you.  You 
are living your Christian walk and your 
efforts are appreciated more than I can 
say. 
 In this season of thankfulness, 
please know that I thank the Lord daily 
for our people and our ministries.  
Thank you all for your great kindness 
to me and my family, and thank you for 
being the hands and feet of Christ to 
the world! 
 

All for His glory, Byron 
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OCTOBER MEETINGS  
& EVENTS 

 

Oct. 1 - 1 p.m., Bible Study 

               4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

Oct. 4 - 6 - 8 p.m., Sr. Youth Group  

               at Betty Powley’s house 

Oct. 7 -  9:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting 

                10 a.m., Women’s Renewal                

Oct. 8 - 1 p.m., Bible Study 

               4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

Oct. 14 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting 

                 10 a.m., Women’s Renewal 

Oct. 15 - 1 p.m., Bible Study 

                 4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

Oct. 21 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting 

                 10 a.m., Women’s Renewal 

Oct. 22 - 1 p.m., Bible Study 

                 2 p.m., UMW Meeting 

                 4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

Oct. 25 - 4 p.m., Charge Conference at Mt. Pleasant   

 United Methodist Church  

Oct. 26 - 6:30 p.m., Nurture Meeting     

Oct. 28 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting 

                 10 a.m., Women’s Renewal 

Oct. 29 - 1 p.m., Bible Study 

                 4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

Oct. 31 - 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., Trunk or Treat  

            

         

           

 
 

 
 

 

NOVEMBER MEETINGS  
& EVENTS 

 

Nov. 1 - End of Daylight Savings Time 

 All Saints Sunday 

Nov. 3 - Election Day  

Nov. 4 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting 

                10 a.m., Women’s Renewal               

Nov. 5 - 1 p.m., Bible Study 

                4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

                5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts 

                6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts 

Nov. 8 - 1 p.m., Tony Porco’s Drive-Thru BBQ Benefit 

Nov. 11 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting 

                  10 a.m., Women’s Renewal 

Nov. 12 - 1 p.m., Bible Study 

                  4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

                  5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts 

                  6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts 

Nov. 16 - 6:30 p.m., Administrative Council Meeting 

Nov. 18 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting 

                  10 a.m.,, Women’s Renewal 

Nov. 19 - 1 p.m., Bible Study 

                  2 p.m., UMW Meeting 

                  4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

                  5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts 

                  6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts 

Nov. 22 - 6:30 p.m., Thanksgiving Service at RUMC  

Nov. 23 - 6:30 p.m., Nurture Meeting 

Nov. 25 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Meeting 

                  10 a.m., Women’s Renewal 

Nov. 26 - Happy Thanksgiving 

                   Office Closed 
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CEMETERY PLOTS 
 

The Richmond United Methodist 
Church has been given 44 cemetery 
plots at Fort Steuben Burial Estates.  
The church would like to sell them as 
we really have no need to keep them.  
The present price for the plots at the 
cemetery is near $1600 each.   
The church's asking price is $600 
each.  The plots are located in the 
East Park sections A-12 plots, B- 8 
plots, and C-24 plots. The East Park 
section is located immediately inside 
the main entrance. For more  
information contact Steve Hawkins at 
740-543-3094 or 740-275-8346. 

 

The Office will be 
closed on  

November 26th. 

 

Election Day,  
Nov. 3 

 

 

SUNDAY, 
NOV. 1st   

 

Remember to turn your clocks 
back one hour when you go 

to bed on Saturday night. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A big thank you to all those who shared 
their gift of singing or playing an  

instrument during the month of August: 
 

8/2  Bryson Moses  

8/9  Abby Lawrence  

8/16  Tiffany Moses & Ron Snyder  

8/23     Emily Ferrell 

8/30  Grant Board & Kathy Ramsey  

SCHOOL 
SUPPLIES 

 

Thank you to all 
those who  
donated school supplies for  
Edison Local schools.  
Your generosity was greatly  
appreciated! 

CLERGY APPRECIATION 
MONTH  

 

October is Clergy Appreciation 
Month. Seek out creative ways to 
express your love and appreciation 
for Rev. Byron, as well as for his 
family.  
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  GIFTS WERE GIVEN 
 

To the General Fund in honor of 
Betty Hout  
 

To the Memorial Fund in memory of 
Ryne McCoy & Jean Proffitt 

 

      To Missions & the UMW Fund in    
      honor of Betty Hout 

POINSETTIA ORDERS  
 

Orders for poinsettias are being 
taken through Sunday, Nov. 29. 
They will decorate our church  
sanctuary for the Christmas Eve 
candlelight service.  
The cost is $8.50 for a potted plant  
purchased in memory of or in honor 
of loved ones.  
Orders may be placed in the   
collection plate in an envelope 
marked “poinsettias.” 
 You may choose from red, 
pink, marble or white. See order 
form below. Please make checks 
payable to Richmond United  
Methodist Church. 
 I would like to order (please 
specify number ordered) 
 

                       ____red;      ____white; 
 

        ____pink;     ____marble 
 
Given by: 
____________________________ 
 
____________________________ 
 
____________________________ 
 
(please specify) 
In honor of or in memory of  
__________________________ 
 
__________________________ 
 
__________________________ 
 
Amount Enclosed: _________ 

THANKSGIVING  
ENVELOPES 

 

The proceeds of the Thanksgiving enve-

lopes will benefit the “Teach, Reach, Bless” 

Campaign that will assist in the education 

of female students at Africa University,  

a Pan-African United Methodist institution. 

Increasing enrollment at AU and a lack of 

on-campus housing means that some  

students commute from remote areas and 

find affordable off-campus housing,  

putting them at high risk for living in and 

being subjected to untenable situations.”  

The $1.5 million campaign to build a new 

dorm for female students at Africa  

University reinforces our commitment to 

the education and wellness of women  

today for a better Africa tomorrow.  

2021 ALTAR FLOWERS   

The Sunday schedule of altar flowers is 

now available on the Hospitality table. 

The price of the flowers are $25.00 and 

may be purchased “in memory of” or 

 “in honor of” individuals. 
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THANK YOUS CONTINUED 
 

To the Richmond United Methodist Church, 
“Thank you for the generous donation the 
church made to the Richmond Community  
Historical Society in honor of Betty Hout’s 
“100th” birthday. She is a great lady and  
member of the Society and helps in whatever 
way she can to support it.”  
          Sincerely, Sandy Judy, R.C.H.S. Secretary         
 

To My Church Family & Staff, “Thank you for 
the donation to the Richmond Historical  
Society for my birthday. Nothing could have 
pleased me more. That was most thoughtful.  
I really enjoyed my day. Hope you did too.”  
                        Love to each of you, Betty Hout 
 

To Our Church Family, “Thank you all for the 
prayers and support shown for Ed and me.  
It is so comforting to read all the cards you 
send to Ed and me. Ed on his good days  
remembers you all and misses being with you 
in church. May God continue to bless you all!”   
                                                       Pat McLain 
 

   SPECIAL THANK 
YOUS 

 

“Thank you so much for the chimes.  
I will think of him when I hear them  
always! I’m glad to call you all my church 

family. Thank you to all that sent cards & prayers.”   
      God Bless, Michele Sayers 
 

To my Church Family, “What a wonderful day my 
100th birthday was! Thank you for coming to help me 
celebrate and thank you for the many, many  
beautiful cards and gifts. I love them all!  
  I love you all!  Betty Hout 
 

To My Church Family, “Just wanted to thank every-
one for your cards and prayers. My knee is painful, 
but it is on the mend. I am truly blessed to have a 
church family like RUMC.”  Thank you all, Henni  
                                                                               Crain 
 

Dear Church Family, “I want to thank you for all the 
birthday wishes. Everything down here is going goof. 
I get to see Rose a lot now. I miss everyone and hope 
everything is going good.” Love, Peggy Pratt 
 

“Thank you for your cards and prayers during Jack's 
recent health concerns.  He is doing well and glad to 
be back on the golf course. We appreciate your 
thoughtfulness.” Jack and Wendy Byers 

 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

To Norma & Eugene Brown on the birth of 
their great-grandson, Jackson Joseph Staffilino, 
who was born Sept. 10th  to parents, Miranda & 
Anthony Staffilino.  
  

To Linda & Dave Gubanez on the birth of their 
grandson, Andrew James Shafer, who was born 
Sept. 11th to parents, Maggie & Conrad Shafer.  

OUTREACH  
OPPORTUNITY 

 

A special Christmas outreach planned 
for Dec. 13 needs your support,  
involvement, and ideas.  
We plan to deliver to shut-ins a box of 
items personalized for the recipient. 
We also plan to Christmas carol 
through Richmond, leaving a small bag 
of inspirational items and church  
information. If you would like to help, 
donate money, adopt a shut-in, be a  
driver or a walker, etc., call Janice  
Kiaski at (740) 765-4834 or Cindy 
Carducci at (740) 544-6173. 
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OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

           

Oct. 4: Given by Twyla Pollock in 
memory of Art & Rodney  
   

Oct. 11: Given by June Crago in memory  
of  Larry, Brian & Crystal  
 

Oct. 18: Given by Marge Andres in  
memory of John  & Marie Eimer and Ron 
Andres  
 

Oct. 25: Given by Norma & Eugene Brown 
in memory of Kenny Talamine  
 

Nov. 1: Given by Ed & Gloria Mercer in 
honor of Sherri, Malania, T.J. & Mallory  

  

Nov. 8: Given by Joyce Zimmerman &  
families in memory of mom, Margaret 
Breth  
 

Nov. 15: Given by Carolyn Milhoan in 
memory of Bill Milhoan 
 

Nov. 22: Given by Harry & Debbie Thomas 
in memory of Ruth Judy 
 

Nov. 29: Given by Peggy Pratt in memory 
of Elizabeth Powell   

UNITED METHODIST 
WOMEN 

 

Upcoming Dates:                             
 

    Meeting: October 22 at 2 p.m. 
 

       Program: Pledge Service  
                       Joyce Proffitt 

 

       Hostess: Marge Andres 
 
 

    Meeting: November 19 at 2 p.m.  
 

    Program: World Thank Offering  
        presented by Barbara Grimm  
 

  Hostess: Gloria Mercer  
 

             All women of the church  
are invited to attend. 

OUR SYMPATHIES 
 

To Ruth Steiner on the death 
of her brother-in-law,  
Winifred Fair, who passed  

          away August 1.  
 

To Judy Binkiewicz & family on the death 
of her grandson, Matthew Binkiewicz, 
who passed away Sept. 29th.  
 

To Dona & Joe Cavanaugh & family on the 
death of Joe’s mom, Margaret Perloski, 
who died Oct. 2.  

SR. YOUTH 
GROUP 

(Students: grades 9 - 12) 
  

Cookie dough fundraiser 

is yet to be determined.  

If interested contact Betty 

Powley (740-543-8448) 

Thank you for your  

previous support. 

    WOMEN’S RENEWAL 
 

has started back up on 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall. 
Study: Bible in Life  
by David C. Cook 
Contact Marge Andres 
(740-282-8090) for more 
information.   


