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For your convenience, you can donate to the church online 
by going to www.richmondumc.org or by pointing your 
camera phone to this QR code. 

 
 

   

Your church  
family eagerly  
awaits you at RUMC. 

August/September 2020 
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Circuit Rider 
               Richmond United Methodist Church 

A Note From Rev. Byron 

 I was recently asked about a rather touchy subject.  A friend got 
into a discussion with another person who wanted to know where in  
Scripture Jesus overtly, definitively stated that homosexuality was sinful.  
Now, my friend is no scriptural slouch, and she quoted Leviticus 18 with a 
corollary reference to Sodom and Gomorrah.  This was the Old Testament, 
however, and the other person wouldn’t accept it.  So my friend quickly 
went to Romans 1.  But the other person immediately shot this down, too,  
explaining that she was quoting Paul and not Jesus. 
 I’m not sure exactly how this conversation ended, but the situation 
was referred to me.  In my turn, I also mentioned Matthew 5:18, where  
Jesus says, “For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the 
least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is  
accomplished.”  This could be followed up with Paul’s admonition to Timothy that “all Scripture 
is God-breathed and suitable for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness”  
(2 Timothy 3:16). 
 And yet, I realized the probable response I might expect from this answer: “That’s not 
what I asked for.  I want you to show me where Jesus says, ‘homosexuality is a sin.’” 
 What we really have here, friends, is not a seeker trying to understand the Word and will 
of God.  This isn’t somebody struggling to understand God’s standards; this is really someone 
trying to confine God to their sense of morality and the standards they want to have in place.  
Thus, it wouldn’t matter if we provided the contextual argument that, as a devout Jew, Jesus 
upheld the spirit of the Law.  It wouldn’t matter that Jesus similarly doesn’t condemn other  
actions that we never question as sinful (i.e., rape or human trafficking).  The issue is that this 
person doesn’t want to believe that homosexuality is a sin, and so they have structured the  
criteria for an argument such that they can refute, deny, or ignore any proof that might be 
brought.  (They are not alone; Muslim apologists sometimes take a similar tactic regarding the 
divinity of Jesus, and even the occasional atheistic evolutionist will have a complimentary view 
on the fossil record.) 
 So how should we respond?  What is the “right” approach? 
 Perhaps we should clarify, “Before I can really answer your question, I would like to ask, 
who is Jesus to you?”  If Jesus is the Son of God, if He IS God, then He inspired the Old  
Testament as well as the New Testament writers.  If Jesus is just another religious teacher, then 
we are coming from radically different values systems, and that’s the bigger issue. 
 Instead, maybe we should call such a person out on the philosophically dishonest nature 
of their request.  This can be done by asking, “Is Jesus saying those words and that exact phrase 
the only way that homosexuality – or any morally questioned practiced – can be considered  
sinful?”  Jesus said that He didn’t come to abolish the Law and the Prophets (i.e., the Old  
Testament), but to fulfill them (Matthew 5:17).  Sure, we need to study diligently to understand 
how that testimony applies to us and our situation after His resurrection, but certainly it’s worth 
the effort.                                                                                             
           CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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 We would like to thank Kathy 
Ramsey for organizing the special music 
for June - August.  
 A big thank you to all those who 
shared their gift of singing or playing an  
instrument: 
 

6/7  Jennifer Lawrence 

6/14  Rev. Byron 

6/21  Patty Ferrell 

6/28  Brea Moses 

7/5  Adam Kiaski 

7/12  Tiffany Moses 

7/19  Kathy Ramsey 

7/26  Vicki Gogikar  
 

Stay tuned for more special  
music for the month of August! 

 But that brings up a final response.  
Maybe we don’t need to waste our breath.    
If somebody won’t listen to our answer and 
won’t qualify how they can be proven wrong, 
then in all honesty they are declaring their 
religious beliefs and trying to evangelize us.  
We should each know that there are values 
and beliefs we hold in our own hearts that 
cannot be argued out of us, that we refuse to 
abandon, and for which we are willing to die.  
Sometimes, therefore, we simply need to 
agree to disagree and get on with the day. 
 Yet the question remains, why do 
some people spend the time and energy to 
have such arguments?  Sometimes these 
folks want to feel vindicated in their chosen 
beliefs.  Perhaps they know that the         
comprehensive testimony of God’s Word 
renders their chosen world view immoral 
and they simply don’t like that.  And some 
people just like to get a rise out of us. 

I would like to suggest another,    
alternative response we should consider in a 
situation such as my friend’s debate.  In 
many such cases we don’t know the other 
person.  We haven’t walked a mile in their 
shoes and we can’t know their hearts.   
Therefore, do we really want to force them 
into a perfect, comprehensive argument that 
drives them away from Christ?  One of our 
greatest goals as mature Christian believers 
should be to see other people find the grace 
and forgiveness of Jesus.  How likely is that 
to happen from beating them into              
submission, or forcing them to accept our 
perspective? 

Dear friends, such an approach is 
not how Jesus reveals Himself. Certainly He 
argued with the religious rulers, but please 
notice that most of the time they start the 
fight, and they do so when Jesus is teaching 
the crowds.  In response, He expressed love 
for the wayward and the sinful; He revealed 
Himself as the Messiah and worthy of praise, 
but He also expressed gentleness, humility, 
and even humor when engaging with        
people’s values (e.g., the woman at the well 
in John 4 and the healing of the lame man at 
the pool of Bethsaida in John 5.) 

 

Just recently the Christian community 
had to say goodbye to Ravi  Zacharias, a truly  
brilliant man and a phenomenal defender of the 
faith. What has consistently amazed me about 
Ravi, however, was that even though he could 
decimate the opinions and philosophically        
dishonest viewpoints of just about anybody,    
he always approached his work with a calm and 
compassionate demeanor.  More than being 
well-educated, experienced, and spiritually    
gifted with great wisdom, Ravi had a servant’s 
heart for people doing the best they can while 
living in great pain. 

Friends, that is the world around us and 
the mission field to whom we are sent.  It’s easy 
to lose sight of the fact that Jesus died so that all 
people might have the opportunity to know God 
personally, that He loves even the wayward 
prodigals living steeped in sin.  To reach out in 
love to lost, angry, and even dishonest people, 
even when they don’t fight fair, is the call of God 
to our souls even in difficult circumstances. 

 

                       In Christ, Byron 
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AUGUST MEETINGS  
& EVENTS 

 

August 1 - 7 p.m., Fellowship 

                      7:30 p.m., Live Stream  

                                          Worship Service 

August 4 - 7 p.m., Bible Study  
 

August 5 - 9:30 p.m., Prayer Meeting 

                                          Conference Call 
   

August 6 - 1 p.m., Bible Study 

          4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 
 

August 8 - 7 p.m., Fellowship 

                       7:30 p.m., Live Stream  

                                          Worship Service 
     

August 12 - 9:30 p.m., Prayer Meeting 

                                            Conference Call  
 

August 13 - 4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 
 

August 15 - 7 p.m., Fellowship 

                        7:30 p.m., Live Stream  

                                           Worship Service 
     

August 19 - 9:30 p.m., Prayer Meeting 

                                            Conference Call 
 

August 20 - 4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 
 

August 22 - 7 p.m., Fellowship 

                         7:30 p.m., Live Stream  

                                             Worship Service 
   

August 26 - 9:30 p.m., Prayer Meeting 

                                            Conference Call 
 

August 27 - 4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 
 

August 29 - 7 p.m., Fellowship 

                         7:30 p.m., Live Stream  

                                            Worship Service 
 

August 31 - 6:30 p.m., Nurture  

                                             Meeting 
 

SEPTEMBER MEETINGS  
& EVENTS 

 

Sept. 1 - 7 p.m., Bible Study 
 

Sept. 2 - 9:30 p.m., Prayer Meeting   

                                      Conference Call 
 

Sept. 3 - 1 p.m., Bible Study 

                  4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 
 

Sept. 7 -  Office Closed 
 

Sept. 8 - 7 p.m., Bible Study 
 

Sept. 9 - 9:30 p.m., Prayer Meeting 

                                      Conference Call 
 

Sept. 10 - 1 p.m., Bible Study 

                    4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 
 

Sept. 15 - 7 p.m., Bible Study 
 

Sept. 16 - 9:30 p.m., Prayer Meeting 

                                        Conference Call 
 

Sept. 17 - 1 p.m., Bible Study 

                    4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 
 

Sept. 21  - 6:30 p.m., Leadership  

       Council Meeting 
 

Sept. 22 - 7 p.m., Bible Study 
 

Sept. 23 - 9:30 p.m., Prayer Meeting 

                                        Conference Call 
 

Sept. 24 - 1 p.m., Bible Study 

                     2 p.m., UMW Meeting 

                     4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 
 

Sept. 28 - 6:30 p.m., Nurture Meeting 
 

Sept. 29 - 7 p.m., Bible Study 
 

Sept. 30 - 9:30 p.m., Prayer Meeting    

                                        Conference Call 
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AUGUST &  
SEPTEMBER 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
           

Aug. 2: Given by the Kiaski  
family in memory of Ruth Hout 

  

Aug. 9: Given by the Taylor, Binkiewicz  
& Judy Families in memory of Isabelle
(Granny) Routzon  
 

Aug. 16: Given by Linda Gubanez &  
family in memory of her mom, Harriet 
Nuske  
 

Aug. 23: Given by Kitty Coleman & family 
in memory of Chuck Coleman  
 

Aug. 30: Given by Carolyn Milhoan & 
George Davis in honor of family birthdays 

  

Sept. 6: Given by Ralph & Joyce Proffitt  
in honor of Betty Hout & Randy Proffitt  
 

Sept. 13: Given by the Grimm Girls in 
honor of Tom & Barb Grimm’s anniversary  
 

Sept. 20: Given for Jim McConnell &  
family in honor of Jim’s birthday 
 

Sept. 27: Given by Bill & Jane Schaefer  
& girls in memory of Sarah Schaefer’s 38th 
birthday    

SR. YOUTH GROUP 
(Students: grades 7 - 12) 

  

Watch the bulletin or call Betty Powley  
(740-543-8448) for more info. 

 

  GIFTS WERE GIVEN 
 

 To the Building Fund in memory 
 of James Holsinger 
 

To the General Fund and the  
Memorial Fund in memory of Jean  
Proffitt.  

 

COLLEGE STUDENTS’ 
ADDRESSES NEEDED 

 

When you have the “new” address 
for  any student from our church, 

please call the office (765-4957).   
 

We would like to keep in touch with them 
throughout the school year. 

EASTER OFFERING  
  

$471 was collected. 
The proceeds will be used  

to buy school supplies for the  
Edison Local School District. 

 

LENTEN JARS  
  

$894.96 was collected. 
The proceeds will benefit  

the Friendship Room  
in Steubenville. 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 
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   UNITED  
METHODIST 

WOMEN 
 

Next Meeting 
Thurs., Sept. 24 at 2 p.m.  

 

               Program: Guest Speaker 
               Hostess: Sue Frye 
 

All women of the church  
are invited. 

PASTOR’S VACATION 
 

Pastor Byron will be on  

vacation August 8 - 30. 

He will be available  

for emergencies only.  

He will continue to preach  

on Saturdays and Sundays,  

but there will not be  

Bible Study during this time.  

OPEN HOUSE  
TO HONOR  

BETTY HOUT 
 

You’re invited to an  

Open House in honor of     

                    Betty Hout’s 100th birthday! 
 

Date: Saturday, September 12th  

Time: 1 - 4 p.m. 

Location: Richmond UMC  

                     Fellowship Hall 

ANNUAL  
CONFERENCE 
MEMBERS TO 

MEET VIRTUALLY  
 

Out of an abundance of care for all  
members of Annual Conference, Bishop 
Tracy S. Malone, after prayerful  
discernment and in consultation with the 
Extended Cabinet, leadership of the Board 
of Ministry, and the Annual Conference  
secretary, has made the decision that  
Annual Conference 2020, and the Clergy 
Executive Session that precedes it, will be 
conducted virtually on the previously  
announced dates of September 25-27.  
There is much work to be done in the  
coming weeks and months. Once decisions 
have been made and details can be  
announced for the virtual Clergy Executive 
Session on September 25 and the virtual 
session of Annual Conference 2020 on  
September 26-27, they will be posted on the  
Conference website and Facebook page, 
published in the Conference bi-weekly  
electronic newsletter E-News, and emailed 
to the clergy and laity of the East Ohio  
Conference.  

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
 

The Outreach Committee seeks your 

help with collecting the following  

requested back-to-school supplies for 

Edison schools -- pencils, pocket  

folders and little packets of tissues. 

Please leave your donations in 

the display area at the church  

entrance by Aug. 23. Thank you! 
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THANK YOU! 
 

 We would like to thank Tiffany Moses  

for going above and beyond to make sure that 

the kids that attend Children’s Church could 

still learn about Jesus during COVID-19.  

 Each week, she would supply videos & 

PowerPoints of the lesson and would  

encourage the children to do the activity that 

she would provide and have them send her 

pictures. 

 Below is an example of one of the  

lessons and a few pictures of their activity. 
 

 We discussed how being "blinded" is 

like not following God or keeping our eyes off 

of God and how difficult this makes navi-

gating life. We discussed how important it is 

to keep our eyes and our hearts on God, just 

like Paul was able to do once God opened the 

eyes of his heart and how much better life 

gets when your eyes and heart stay open to 

God.  

WOMEN’S  
RENEWAL 

 

Study Group Begins 
Wednesday,  

Oct. 7 at 10 a.m. 
in the  

Fellowship Hall.  
 

Study: Bible in Life Study 
by David C. Cook 

 

Books will be available. 
 

HAPPY 90th BIRTHDAY! 
 

Bob White turned 90 on June 23rd! 
The church surprised him with a card 

along with gift cards to his  
favorite places.  
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OUR  
SYMPATHIES 

 

To Faith & Kevin 

Gump & family on the 

death of Kevin’s mom, Jean Gump, who 

passed away May 29. 
 

To Michele Sayers & David 

Mollander on the death of Michele’s 

dad, James Holsinger, who passed 

away June 12. 
 

To Ralph & Joyce Proffitt & family 

on the death of Ralph’s mom, Imogene 

(Jean) Proffitt, who died Saturday,  

July 11.  

 THANK YOUS CONTINUED 
 

 Dear R.U.M.C. family and Rev. Byron, 
“Thank you so much for the beautiful 
wind chimes in memory of Ralph’s mom, 
Jean. We have them hanging on the front 
porch and enjoy hearing their music 
chime in the wind. The inscribed poem 
“Always Near” is very meaningful to us. 
Also very much appreciated are the lovely 
cards, sentiments, phone calls and  
especially your prayers. 
We are blessed to be part of such a loving 
church family!”   God’s blessing & love,       
 Ralph & Joyce Proffitt 
 

Thank you to Janice Kiaski for putting 
up encouraging words on the church sign 
during these difficult times. We really  
appreciate it! 

 SPECIAL THANK YOUS 
 

  “Thanks for all the cards &  
  prayers.”   Ron Hout 
 

To My Church Family, “There are 
not enough words to say just how much all 
the love I felt through all the phone calls, the 
cards, the love and the prayers that I  
received after my surgery and during my  
recovery meant to me. I praise the Lord for 
his goodness in my life, my family, and my 
loving friends. Thank you Pastor Byron for 
your visits. May the Lord bless you all!”  
In loving appreciation, Sherry Hoobler 
 

“Thank you for the many, many cards, well 
wishes, notes, gifts, cookies & candy. What a 
wonderful, thoughtful church family.”  
May God Bless, Bob White 
 

“Thank you all for the cards & prayers on my 
long stay in Virginia, 6 month to the day.  
I got so many cards Christmas, birthday and 
every holiday. Missed you all. God Bless.”     
                                   Love, Ruth Steiner 
 

“Thank you everyone for all the cards and 
prayers during my outbreak of shingles. They 
helped so much. It was a difficult 3 months, 
but helped a lot knowing I have such  
wonderful persons in my life.”  
                           Thank you, Norma Brown 
 

To Our Church Family, “Thank you for all the 
calls, cards, thoughts & prayers. They are the 
strength & comfort that keeps us going. May 
God bless you all! Ed & Pat McLain 
 

“Thank you for all the sympathy cards and 
anything said or done for me on the passing 
of my father. I really appreciate it!” 
                                      Michele Sayers 


