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The Anchor in Our Storm, Part 2 

The first part of this article examined support for the protocol of         

separation being considered by the United Methodist Church as an extension of 

Christian love and ministry.  Christ humbled Himself and taught by word and deed 

to turn the other cheek, to love our enemies, and to show our love by being faithful 

to His teachings (John 14:23, “Jesus replied, ‘Anyone who loves me will obey my 

teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home 

with them’”).  If we are so committed to the testimony of a traditional               

understanding of Scripture that we are willing to see the church split, then we must 

move beyond our insistence on keeping the title of “United Methodist.”  Quite frankly, we also need to be 

willing to relinquish our “rights” as we move through this process. 

Even in the midst of our own pain as we struggle with grief over a splitting church, we are   

nonetheless called to continue ministering the love, grace, and reconciliation of Jesus Christ for all      

sinners.  That includes those we disagree with about the nature of His ministry, as well as those who reject 

Christ’s work of atonement and hate us.  Peter would explain that these efforts are the very basis of 

Christ’s ministry of redemption: “When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he  

suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly” (1 Peter 2:23). 

Friends, even in the midst of ecclesial schism, we must be on guard to never let the perception of 

our rights interfere with proclaiming the love of Christ.  Paul addresses the nature of “rights” in his first 

letter to the church in Corinth.  His warning in chapter 8 is remarkably salient to our situation even though 

he’s discussing eating food sacrificed to idols: 

Be careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does not become a stumbling block to the 

weak… So this weak brother or sister, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge.  

When you sin against them in this way and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ.    

(1 Cor. 8:9-12) 

Paul will go on to give an illustration from his own life.  In chapter 9, he explains the reason why he   

refused to exercise his right for financial support through preaching while in Corinth: “I have become all 

things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some.  I do all this for the sake of the     

gospel, that I may share in its blessings” (1 Cor. 9:22-23). 

We must have this same attitude.  Toward that end, we do not support the protocol for separation 

because we hate the LGBTQIA+ community.  In fact, I have yet to encounter a colleague who does not 

openly speak about reaching all people for Christ regardless of their sin – of the need to show righteous 

love, not self-righteous judgment.  The vast majority of conservatives and Traditionalists with whom I 

come into contact have nothing but hope that the progressive branch of this split will be blessed in their 

ministry.  Yet just as Paul and Barnabas came into sharp dispute that sent them in different directions, we 

in the UMC have different and contradicting values that require a change.  The greatest challenge facing 

us is not administrative hurdles or Parliamentary hoops, but living out the full witness of Scripture that we 

claim to follow.                                                                                                             Continued on page 2 
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Many denominational leaders on both sides 

of our current situation have mourned the negative 

impact our disagreement has had on our respective 

ministries.  Perhaps our greatest hope in an         

amicable separation is that we can release each 

other to pursue our understanding of God’s love to 

the    fullest extent.  But shouldn’t we be doing that    

already? 

Traditionalists, it’s time to get our heads 

out of the sand.  And make no mistake, for decades 

– across the span of multiple generations – we have 

tended to ignore the issues of human sexuality our 

culture has embraced, as well as the direction of our 

denomination.  We have hoped that the problems 

would just go away, and that our inter-

denominational disputes would resolve themselves 

without requiring us to stand up or speak out. 

Much like Moses explained to the people 

of Israel before they committed themselves to    

following God’s law (Exodus 19:3-8), we have a 

choice.  We can persist in doing things our way by 

continuing to fight for our perceived rights and what 

we think is fair.  Make no mistake, this battle will 

be bloody with many casualties on every side.  

Again, the Special Session of the General          

Conference in 2019 proved that.  Alternatively, we 

can live the faith we claim by humbling ourselves 

before God.  There is certainly still a battle to be 

waged, but we need to be engaged in action where 

our Lord directs us. 

Are the provisions within the protocol for 

separation fair, just, and equal?  To be perfectly 

blunt, it shouldn’t matter.  Our enemy is not the 

LGBTQIA+ community, Progressives, or Centrists.  

Paul’s exhortation to the Ephesians is clear and  

concise on where the battle truly takes place:  

For our struggle is not against flesh and 

blood, but against the rulers, against the     

authorities, against the powers of this dark 

world and against the spiritual forces of evil in 

the heavenly realms.  (Ephesians 6:12) 

Of greater importance than having our rights      

respected or insisting on getting our way is to give 

ourselves completely to the will of God by living 

our faith in a self-sacrificing Savior. 

 

Let us therefore engage in this disagreement 

standing on the instruction of Christ.  Instead of    

arguing over earthly factors, may we instead seek a 

heart for our Lord and a mind for His kingdom.  In so 

doing, “May the God who gives endurance and     

encouragement give you the same attitude of 

mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that 

with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God 

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 15:5-6).                       

                       In Christ, Byron 

 

 

ADDRESSING COVID-19  
CONCERNS 

  

     Thank you for your patience and  
willingness to work with the church as we  
go through a government-suggested “break” 
from large-group gatherings.  As a church, 
we will continue to offer ministry to the best 
of our abilities within this time.  Worship  
services will continue to be offered on our 
Facebook pages (Richmond Pastor as well 
as Richmond UMC). 
     Please continue to remember the church 
with your giving and your prayers. We  
encourage everyone to make phone calls to 
one another as a form of fellowship and  
congregational care.  In the event of an 
emergency or need for pastoral contact, 
please call Byron on his cell phone  
(740-381-5419).  This is NOT an  
inconvenience or imposition of any 
kind!  During this time, cell phone calls are 
among the best means of ministry available, 
so please call if you need. 
     Additional announcements about  
activities and cancellations will be made 
available as we find them out.  In the  
meantime please stay safe, and know that 
we are praying for you! 
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9:00 a.m. Service 
May 3 - Peggy Pratt 

May 10 - Norma &  

    Eugene Brown 

May 17 - Peggy Pratt 

May 24 - Karen Hibbs 

May 31 - Peggy Pratt 
 

10:30 a.m. Service 

May 3 - Ralph & Joyce  

  Proffitt  

May 10 - Wendy Byers 

May 17 - Dave & Connie  

                 Somerville 

May 24 - Gay Warren 

May 31 - Tom & Barb Grimm 

 

MAY GREETERS  
MAY MEETINGS & EVENTS 

 

May 2 -  9 a.m., Men’s Breakfast 

May 3 -  1 p.m., 4-H Meeting  

May 4 -  2:30 p.m., New Body Club   

May 5 -  7 p.m., Bible Study 

May 6 -  9:30 a.m., Prayer Service 

May 7 -  1 p.m., Bible Study 

               4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

               5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts 

               6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts 

May 11 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club     

May 12 - 7 p.m., Bible Study 

May 13 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Service 

May 14 - 1 p.m., Bible Study 

                4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

                5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts 

                6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts 

May 17 - Graduate Sunday  

May 18 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club  

    6:30 p.m., Leadership  

    Council Meeting 

May 19 - 7 p.m., Bible Study 

May 20 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Service 

May 21 - 1 p.m., Bible Study               

                4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

                5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts 

                6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts 

May 25 - 8 - 10 a.m., Memorial Day       

    Breakfast   

    Office Closed  

May 26 - 7 p.m., Bible Study   

May 27 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Service 

May 28 - 1 p.m., Bible Study 

    2 p.m., UMW Meeting 

    4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

                5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts 

                6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts 

 

 

 

May 3 - Tristin Arnold &  

               Max McConnell 
 

May 10 - Kendall Pepperling 

    Need a volunteer 
 

May 17 - Alaina Warren &  

                Max McConnell 
 

May 24 - Josie Barker &    

                Grace Browning 
 

May 31 - Tristin Arnold &  

                Max McConnell 
 

 

MAY ACOLYTES  
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MAY USHERS 
 

The Harding, Longo  

& Cooper families  

 

                                                    APRIL / MAY ALTAR 
             FLOWERS 
      For those of you that signed up  

      to purchase altar flowers for 

      April and would still like to  

                  receive them, please contact the 

office (740-765-4957) and I will be sure to 

let the florist know. 
 

April 5: Given by Rob & Jennifer Webber in  

memory of Jo, Ralph & Tom Blackburn 
 

April 12: Given by Norma & Eugene     

Brown in memory of Wendell, Mabel & 

Sandy Brown  
 

April 19: Given by Jennifer Lawrence in  

memory of Becky Jones 
 

April 26: Given by Marge Alpino in  

memory of Bob Alpino 
 

May 3: Given by Carolyn Milhoan, George 

Davis & family in memory of Stacy Davis   
 

May 10: Given by Larry & Mary Lynn  

Ratliff in honor of their children, Crissy, 

Tammy & Randy  
 

May 17: Given by Bob & Linda Birney in 

honor of their great-grandchildren, Kylee, 

Harlow, Lennon & Beckham 
 

May 24: Given by Dave & Connie  

Somerville in honor of Rachel Horvath’s 

graduation  
 

May 31: Given by Betty Hout in memory of  

Howard 
 

SUMMER CAMP 
 

Summer is just around the corner, 

and so it the opportunity to attend 

one of East Ohio UMC's summer 

camps! Pick up a newsletter from the 

Hospitality Table to learn about the 

awesome camps offered by our con-

ference or go online to http://

www.eocumc.com/camps/index.html 

for more information about Camp  

Aldersgate (near Carrollton), Camp 

Wanake (Beach City) & Camp As-

bury (Cleveland Area). There are 

funds set aside to help offset the cost 

of camp through RUMC Camper-

ships! Contact the office(740-765-

4957) for more info. on camperships. 

FYI: Due to not being able to worship for 

the month of April because of the coronavirus, 

I am only listing the ushers, greeters, acolytes 

and the calendar for the month of May.  

 

  Come celebrate  
  Mother’s Day  

 with us! 
 

 Sunday, May 10 
 

    9:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
           Services    
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           CANDIDATES FOR  
          GRADUATION 

                      

     If you know of anyone                   

     who has a connection to 

our church and will be graduating from high 

school or college, please notify Sharon 

Kramarich or the office (740-765-4957). 

We would like to share additional info. about 

our graduates in the June/July Newsletter.  

Please mark your calendar for  

Graduate Sunday - May 17 

 

 

  OUTREACH  
“LENTEN PROJECT”  

 

Proceeds will benefit the Friendship  
Room in Steubenville. It provides 
food, clothing and other assistance 

   to those in need. 
 

       Please return the jars as soon as 
we resume services.  

 

MEMORIAL DAY 
BREAKFAST 

 Monday, May 25      
8 a.m. to 10 a.m.  

 
Menu: Scrambled eggs, toast, 
 2 pancakes, 2 sausage links,  
 and beverage.  
 

Cost: Donation 

 

Needed: Persons to walk and to  
         distribute candy in the parade. 

 

All are welcome to participate. 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 2 

at 9:00 a.m.  

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

To Eric Longo for earning his 

Eagle Scout award. 
 

Troop 20 is pleased to  

announce their newest Eagle 

Scout, Eric Longo. Eric has been a member of 

Troop 20 for 7 years. His final Eagle project 

was a refurb of Mt. Zion Cemetery.  

Eric, his family, friends and members from 

Troop 20 filled sunken gravesites, reset stones, 

and cleaned up the cemetery.  

Congratulations, Eric! Job Well Done! 

         BAPTISM 
 

Welcome our new baptized 

member Emma Leighann  

Pendleton, daughter of Kamiliah 

& Dylan Pendleton, who was  

            baptized on Feb. 16.  
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CONGRATULATIONS!  
 

To Sherry & Pat McCoy, 
grandparents to Beckham Gray 

McCoy, son of Cale & Megan McCoy, who 
was born Jan. 16th.  
Congratulations also, to great-grandparents, 
Bob & Linda Birney. 

OUR SYMPATHIES 
 

To Sharon Lopus & family on the 

death of her mom, Martha Lopus,  

on Feb. 11.  
 

To Ruth Ann Blackburn & family on the death 

of her husband, Tom, on Feb. 12.  
 

To Earl “Pee Wee” Pearce & Sharon Coleman 

& family on the death of Pee Wee’s mom, Carole 

Pearce, who passed away March 7.  
 

To Jane Green on the death of her brother, 

Delbert Lash, who passed away March 14th.  
 

To Jim & Man-Wang Ramsey, Dave &  

Stephanie Ramsey and Amy & Bob Scott & 

their families on the death of their father, Fred 

Ramsey, who passed away March 29th.  

ED MCLAIN’S ADDRESS 
 

 If you would like to send Ed a card  
his new address is 

Ed McLain 
c/o Mary Ann Manor 

2525 Eldersville Road 
Follansbee, WV 26037 

 SPECIAL THANK YOUS 
 

Dear Church, “Thank you for the 
cards, prayers and caring. It always 
means so very much. I appreciate 
my church family in all they do. 

May God Bless.”  Love, Linda Birney 
 

Dear Friends & Outreach Comm., “Thank you 
very much for honoring the “over 50 years” 
married couples from our church that was so 
nice with the luncheon after the services and the 
video presentation. We really enjoyed being one 
of the “couples”.  Thank you again,  
            Phil & Sandy Judy 
 

Dear Church Family, “Thank you for the many 
cards and prayers during Jim’s recent surgeries. 
Thanks to Pastor Bryon for his visits.”  
                      God Bless, Jim & Sandra Drylie 
 

“Calvin and I want to thank everyone involved 
in making the get together for the couples in the 
church who were married 50 years or more a 
great time. Everything was so nice. The food, 
decorations and the photos. Thanks to Janice for 
the great photos and to our church family for 
celebrating with us.”   Thank you, Calvin &  
           Sandy Russell 
 

“Thank you so much for your continued  
support of the Cancer Dietary Initiative. This 
support helps many local cancer patients meet 
their nutritional needs while experiencing the 
added costs associated with cancer treatment. 
Sincere CDI thanks for your heart felt  
donation.” CDI Board 
 

Dear Church Family, “We want to thank you all 
for the wonderful support you have shown us. 
We have appreciated all the prayers, cards, 
phone calls, visits & food that you have given 
us. Ed has reached a point where he needs 24 
hour help. He will be moving to Gable Care 
Center. May God continue to bless you all.” 
                             Always, Ed & Pat McLain 
 

“Thanks to those who have sent cards & best 
wishes. I miss my church friends in Richmond. 
Stay in & stay healthy. God Bless.” 
                                  Love! Marge Alpino 
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      GIFTS WERE GIVEN 
 

            To the Memorial Fund in memory 
of  Tom Blackburn 

 

               To Kids For Christ in memory of 
 Martha Lopus & Tom Blackburn 
  

 To the General Fund in memory of 
 Martha Lopus & Tom Blackburn 
 

 

UNITED METHODIST 
WOMEN  

 

April & May  

Meetings:   

 

  Thursday, Apr. 23 meeting  

is cancelled  

 

         Thursday, May 28 at 2 p.m. 

         Location: Fellowship Hall  

         Program: Connie Somerville 

         Hostess: Cheryl Cline 
 

Calendar of Events for April 

have been cancelled. 

 

WOMEN’S RENEWAL  
SUMMER BREAK 

 

Thanks to all those who 

participated in Women’s 

Renewal. It will resume on 

Wednesday, October 7.  
Hope to see you then!  

SCRIPTURE TO HELP YOU  
IN THESE UNCERTAIN TIMES 

 

I have said these things to you, that in me you 

may have peace. In the world you will have 

tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome 

the world. (John 16:33) 
 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and petition, with  

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

And the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:6-7) 
 

Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord,  

whose trust is the Lord. He is like a tree 

planted by water, that sends out its roots by the 

stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for 

its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in 

the year of drought, for it does not cease to 

bear fruit. (Jeremiah 17:7-8) 
 

Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in 

dread of them, for it is the Lord your God who 

goes with you. He will not leave you or  

forsake you. (Deuteronomy 31:6) 
 

When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.  

(Psalm 56:3) 
 

Even though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are 

with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort 

me. (Psalm 23:4) 
 

For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of 

your right hand and says to you, Do not fear;  

I will help you. (Isaiah 41:13)  

 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be  

constant in prayer. (Romans 12:12)  

   

https://www.thehopeline.com/why-does-god-answer-our-prayers/

