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The Anchor in Our Storm, Part 1 

 The responses to the “Protocol for Grace and Reconciliation through 

Separation” have been wide and varied, but a consistent concern among            

Traditionalists is a variation of the question, “Why are we the ones leaving?”  

Many of us see great unfairness in the mandate that a new Traditionalist           

denomination will be formed.  After all, the progressives are the ones openly    

defying the Book of Discipline by their acts of disobedience.  We question the 

bishops who openly stated they would not enforce our Discipline regarding these 

violations, as well as their public proclamations that they would arbitrarily refuse 

to accept certain complaints.  Our frustration only grew as we heard repeated refusals to uphold the same 

Book of Discipline granting them authority to maintain order.  We fought against bitterness and            

disillusionment within our congregations, stemming from episcopal unwillingness to hold accountable 

those in open rebellion. 

At the root of the Traditionalist objection is our firm belief in the authority of Scripture.         

Although our secular culture considers our stance to be impolite, uncivil, and politically incorrect, many 

Traditionalists nonetheless challenge the assertion that LGBTQIA+ people have been harmed by our   

historic denominational position on human sexuality.  The simple fact is that the standards of our Book of 

Discipline on sexual righteousness have not changed; why would someone vow to uphold these standards 

(either through ordination or in membership) if they so vehemently opposed them?  The repeated         

sentiment we have feared openly asking has always been, “If you disagree with our doctrine and dogma, 

then why affiliate, why stay?  Why not leave if you disagree with the interpretation of Scripture being 

taken by the greater church?” 

Clearly we are a community in conflict, and resolution is critically necessary.  Jesus said, “If a 

house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand” (Mark 3:25).  If we continue the cycle of “winner 

take all” legislation like we saw at the 2019 Special Session of the General Conference, we will surely 

tear ourselves asunder as we rip each other apart.  Therefore I would offer my whole-hearted support of 

this protocol despite a myriad of concerns, misgivings, and objections. 

These concerns are the reason why the reaction of many Traditionalists to the protocol is       

understandable.  Since we agree with the historic teaching and tradition of the church on sexual purity, 

and since we have tried to be open-minded and generous of spirit, we therefore maintain that we should 

have the right to keep the name, logo, and structure of the United Methodist Church.  Many of us are the 

same Traditionalists upset over efforts we perceive as duplicitous or manipulative by “the other side.”  

But let’s be honest with ourselves: for decades we have objected quietly if we have raised our concerns at 

all.  Heaven forbid that we should be offensive, or appear mean-spirited and inflexible. 

For a moment, therefore, please set aside any consideration of “what should be,” “what’s right,” 

or “what’s fair.”  Please also set aside differences of opinion on the appropriate course of action, and let’s 

also leave the debate of, “If I would have been in that meeting, things would be different!   
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More importantly than defending our rights 

or getting our way, what ministry are we seeking to 

advance?  If the conflict consuming the United 

Methodist Church is truly rooted in a difference of 

theology (i.e., interpretation and authority of     

Scripture, even beyond a  denominational rule-

book), then shouldn’t our  response to conflict   

reflect our theological foundation? 

So let’s get down to brass tacks: what is 

Christ’s instruction in responding to adversity and 

conflict?  What do the Scriptures we are so adamant 

about obeying say about the rights we feel have 

been trampled? 

Many ministers have taught from         

Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount, and within those 

lessons they have commonly explored the struggle 

we all face to follow Christ’s directives.  Among the 

most difficult concepts is Jesus’ statement, “Blessed 

are you when people insult you, persecute you and 

falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of 

me” (Matthew 5:11).  He is speaking to a people 

who live under occupation of the Roman Empire 

and are considered an inferior race, yet these words 

ring true for all of us. Regardless of our skin color, 

nationality, or any other segregating factor, nobody 

wants to be maligned without reason.  Even if we 

deserve to have our actions called out, we still don’t 

enjoy the process of righteous accountability. 

Jesus, however, puts our human            

motivations in a new context.  If we truly believe 

we are acting from dedication to Christ and His 

kingdom, we shouldn’t be surprised that our       

perspective – let alone our stance on Scripture – will 

not be respected.  Jesus Himself told us this would 

be the case in John 16:2, “They will put you out of 

the synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when 

anyone who kills you will think they are offering a 

service to God.” 

Many Traditionalists interpret the protocol 

as being “put out” of our church, and so we become 

indignant and act out of anger.  But before we 

“rejoice in our sufferings” (1 Peter 4:13) by        

assuming a form of smug self-satisfaction, viewing 

ourselves as the injured party, our Lord also said,  

“But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone 

slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other 

cheek also.  And if anyone wants to sue you and take 

your shirt, hand over your coat as well.  If anyone 

forces you to go one mile, go with them  two 

miles.”  (Matthew 5:39-41)  

 This call of self-sacrifice reaches beyond the 

love we feel for family and those we consider friends: 

we are called by Christ beyond our willingness to  

suffer just in service for those we cherish.  Quite to 

the contrary, Jesus calls us to consider those who 

stand against us with greater love, “But love your    

enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without 

expecting to get anything back. Then your reward  

will be great, and you will be children of the Most 

High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.  

Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”        

(Luke 6:35-36) 

 Our Lord again hits us squarely between the 

eyes  with a difficult form of love that we don’t    

naturally want to follow.  Even as children, we learn 

to expect equal and fair treatment.  (For example, my 

wife had to count how many sprinkles went on each  

of our children’s cupcake.)  And if someone abused 

this  expectation, we want punishment for the        

offending party and “our pound of flesh.” (Or at least 

another cupcake.)  Knowing this sentiment, Jesus 

nonetheless calls us to a greater form of maturity by 

embracing grace and mercy.  He taught us this lesson 

by dying to forgive each of our sins when we were 

still His enemies: “But God demonstrates his own 

love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 

died for us” (Romans 5:8).  This is the nature of 

Christian  love that we must exemplify even now.   

 As Paul explained to the church in Ephesus, 

“Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved  

children and walk in the way of love, just as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant   

offering and sacrifice  to God… For you were 

once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  

Live as children of light… and find out what pleases 

the Lord.” (Ephesians 5:1-10)                 
 

To be continued… 
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FEBRUARY MEETINGS & EVENTS 
 

Feb. 2 -  1 p.m., 4-H Meeting  

 2 - 5 p.m., Boy Scouts 

Feb. 3 -  2:30 p.m., New Body Club   

Feb. 4 -  4:40 p.m., Kids For Christ 

              7 p.m., Bible Study 

Feb. 5 -  9:30 a.m., Prayer Service 

              10 a.m., Women’s Renewal 

Feb. 6 -   1 p.m., Bible Study 

               4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

               5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts 

               6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts 

Feb. 7 -   6 p.m., Girl Scouts 

Feb. 10 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club     

Feb. 11 - 4:40 p.m., Kids For Christ 

  7 p.m., Bible Study 

Feb. 12 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Service 

               10 a.m., Women’s Renewal 

Feb. 13 - 1 p.m., Bible Study 

               4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

               5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts 

               6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts 

Feb. 16 - Friendship Sunday  

Feb. 17 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club  

  6:30 p.m., Finance Working Group 

Feb. 18 - 4:40 p.m., Kids For Christ 

  7 p.m., Bible Study 

Feb. 19 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Service 

               10 a.m., Women’s Renewal 

Feb. 20 - 1 p.m., Bible Study               

               4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

               5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts 

               6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts 

Feb. 22 - 9 a.m., Retreat  

Feb. 24 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club  

 6:30 p.m., Nurture Meeting                                

Feb. 25 - 4:40 p.m., Kids For Christ 

 7 p.m., Bible Study   

Feb. 26 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Service 

               10 a.m., Women’s Renewal 

  7 p.m., Ash Wednesday Service  

Feb. 27 - 1 p.m., Bible Study 

 2 p.m., UMW Meeting 

 4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

               5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts 

               6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts 

 

  

            

MARCH MEETINGS & EVENTS 
 

Mar. 1 -  1 p.m., 4-H Meeting  

Mar. 2 -  2:30 p.m., New Body Club   

Mar. 3 -  4:40 p.m., Kids For Christ 

              7 p.m., Bible Study 

Mar. 4 -  9:30 a.m., Prayer Service 

              10 a.m., Women’s Renewal 

Mar. 5 -   1 p.m., Bible Study 

               4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

               5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts 

               6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts 

Mar. 9 -   2:30 p.m., New Body Club     

Mar. 10 - 7 p.m., Bible Study 

Mar. 11 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Service 

               10 a.m., Women’s Renewal 

Mar. 12 - 1 p.m., Bible Study 

               4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

               5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts 

               6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts 

Mar. 16 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club  

Mar. 17 - 7 p.m., Bible Study 

Mar. 18 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Service 

               10 a.m., Women’s Renewal 

Mar. 19 - 1 p.m., Bible Study               

               4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

               5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts 

               6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts 

Mar. 23 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club  

 6:30 p.m., Nurture Meeting                                

Mar. 24 - 7 p.m., Bible Study   

Mar. 25 - 9:30 a.m., Prayer Service 

               10 a.m., Women’s Renewal 

Mar. 26 - 1 p.m., Bible Study 

 2 p.m., UMW Meeting 

 4:30 p.m., Praise Practice 

               5:30 p.m., Cub Scouts 

               6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts 

Mar. 28 - 8 -10:30 a.m., Pancake Breakfast 

  10:30 a.m., Easter Egg Hunt 

Mar. 30 - 2:30 p.m., New Body Club  

  6:30 p.m., Nurture Meeting                                

Mar. 31 - 7 p.m., Bible Study   
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FEBRUARY ACOLYTES 
 

Feb. 2 - Josie Barker &    

             Grace Browning 
 

Feb. 9 - Tristin Arnold &  

             Max McConnell 
 

Feb. 16 - Katie Phillips &         

                Kendall Pepperling 
 

Feb. 23 - Alaina Warren &  

                Max McConnell 
 

FEBRUARY USHERS 
 

Calvin Russell,  

need 3 more volunteers 

 FEBRUARY GREETERS  
 

9:00 a.m. Service 
Feb. 2 - Norma & Eugene Brown 

Feb. 9 - Peggy Pratt 

Feb. 16 - Karen Hibbs 

Feb. 23 - Peggy Pratt 
 

10:30 a.m. Service 

Feb. 2 - Tammy Skinner 

Feb. 9 - Wilma Kough 

Feb. 16 - Roger & Brenda Hilliard 

Feb. 23 - Lawrence & Linda Petrella 

SCHOLARSHIPS  
AVAILABLE 

 

Now is the time to seek out 
and apply for – scholarships 
to help defray the cost of  

attending college. The East Ohio Conference 
website simplifies your search. Go to 
www.eocumc.com/scholarships/index.html 
for a listing of all the scholarships, grants, 
and loans that are available across all levels 
of The United Methodist Church.  
 

Most of the applications are due in March, so 
don’t delay. Start your search today.  

MARCH ACOLYTES 
 

March 1 - Josie Barker &    

                 Grace Browning 
 

March 8 - Tristin Arnold &  

                  Max McConnell 
 

March 15 - Katie Phillips &         

                    Kendall Pepperling 
 

March 22 - Alaina Warren &  

                    Max McConnell 
 

March 29 - Josie Barker &    

                   Grace Browning 

MARCH USHERS 
 

Need Volunteers 

MARCH GREETERS  
 

9:00 a.m. Service 
March 1 - Peggy Pratt 

March 8 - Karen Hibbs 

March 15 - Peggy Pratt 

March 22 - Norma & Eugene Brown 

March 29 - Peggy Pratt 
 

10:30 a.m. Service 

March 1 - Harry & Debbie Thomas 

March 8 - Bill & Sandy Burruss 

March 15 - Wilma Kough 

March 22 - Ralph & Joyce Proffitt 

March 29 - Debbie Artman 
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SR. YOUTH GROUP 
(Students: grades 7 - 12) 

  

Watch the bulletin or  

call Betty Powley  

(740-543-8448) for info. 

February 26   

at 7 p.m. 
 

Prepare for the      

       Lenten Season with    

        this special service.  

    Invite a friend to join us! 

THANKSGIVING  
OFFERING 

 

$389 was given to Red Bird 
Mission. Thank you for your 
generosity!  

CHRISTMAS  
OFFERING 

 

$1,269  benefited Kids For  
Christ’s winter session.  
Thank you for giving so  
generously to this outreach!  

  OUTREACH  
“LENTEN PROJECT”  

 

We will be collecting change in 
mason jars that will be located 
on the back ledge in the  

sanctuary on Feb. 23rd. Proceeds will 
benefit the Friendship Room in  
Steubenville, which is a non-government 
charity run by Bill and Molly McGovern 
and founded in January 2014. It provides 
food, clothing and other assistance to 
those in need. 
 

DEADLINE: Palm Sunday, April 5  
 

   “LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR”         
FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY 

           February 16 
 

Invite a guest to join you at either 

the 9:00 or 10:30 a.m. service and 

then enjoy a light meal afterwards.  

We will be honoring couples in our church 

who have been married for more than 50 

years including: Tom and Barb Grimm,  

Ed and Sue Frye, Bob and Carla Scott,  

Calvin and Sandy Russell, Dave and Connie 

Somerville, Bill and Karen Hibbs,  

Gloria and Ed Mercer, Phil and Sandy Judy, 

John and Judy Slater, Andy and Pam 

Smith, Ralph & Joyce Proffitt, Larry and 

Mary Lynn Ratliff, Dennis and Sherry 

Hoobler, Bill and Sandy Burruss, Bob and 

Linda Birney, Jim and Sandra Drylie,  

Ed and Pat McLain and  

Blair and Mitzi Hennessey.  
 

Hosted by the Outreach Committee 

RETREAT 
 

Please join us on February 22,  the 
Saturday before Lent, at 9 a.m. for a 
half-day retreat on fasting and prayer 
to prepare for Easter.   
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      GIFTS WERE GIVEN 
 

To Kids For Christ in honor of Wendy 
Byers, Shari Tice & Peggy Pratt 
 

To the General Fund in memory of Ron  
Huggins, George  & Nancy Maine, and the 
Saints at RUMC   
 

To the Memorial Fund in memory of Ron  
Huggins, Larry Mercer & Ryne McCoy 
 

To the Cancer Dietary Initiative in memory of 
George Maine 
 

To the Sr. Youth Group in memory of Ron  
Huggins 

OUR SYMPATHIES 

To the family of Pam Linn, who 

passed away Nov. 26. 
 

To Ed & Gloria Mercer & family 

on the death of Ed’s brother, Larry, who passed 

away Dec. 2. 
 

To Hope Eimer & family on the death of Ron 

Huggins, who passed away Dec. 3. 
 

To the family of Judy Adulewicz, who passed 

away Dec. 6.  

   SPECIAL THANK YOUS 
 

To all the wonderful people at 
church, “I wanted to let you all 
know that your prayers and 
well wishes, we very much  

appreciated. Thank you all so much.”   
   Linda Petrella 
 

“I want to thank all of you that sent cards, 
made calls of encouragement and most of 
all the prayers for Ron during his sickness. 
It has all meant so much to all of us.”  
             The family of Ron Huggins 
 

Dear Church Family, “Galatians 6:2 says,  
“Carry one another’s burdens; in this way, 
you will fulfill the law of Christ.” Thank you 
all for carrying us through illness, surgeries, 
death and other days. For cards & prayers & 
food and for concern. God has a plan and as 
I don’t know what his plan is, I am sure that 
he has put you all in it to carry us when we 
grow tired. A very happy, healthy & blessed 
New Year.”  Ed & Gloria Mercer, Sherri               
       Malania, T.J. & Mallory Birney 
 

To My Church Family, “Thank you for the 
many prayers on my behalf and the many 
cards I received during my hospital stay. 
Special thanks to Pastor Byron for his many 
visits. Also, Mike and Pam Mettenberger 
and June Crago.” Truly and Sincerely,  
                                              Warner Sanders 
 

“Thank you so much for your prayers for 
healing. It's been a tough road and I have 
some time to go yet before I'm good as new, 
but with God on my side and your prayer 
support, life will be good again.”  
God bless you all,  Ann DeCicco (& Buck)  

KIDS FOR CHRIST (K4C)  
AFTER SCHOOL  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
FOR KIDS K-3rd GRADE 

 

K4C has started back up for an eight week      
semester one day per week (Tuesday's) from  
4:40 - 6:30 p.m.  January 14th - March 3rd.  

 

Shari Tice (740-765-4216) or Wendy Byers  
(740-765-2042) for more info.  

EASTER FLOWERS 
 

We will be taking orders for Easter 

flowers again this year. Please 

watch the bulletin for more details. 

 5 

FEBRUARY & MARCH 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

           

Feb. 2: Given by Blake / Byers Family in honor of 

Donna Blake’s birthday   

 

Feb. 9: Given by John & Judy Slater & girls in      

     memory of Andy Paul Slater 
 

Feb. 16: Given by Tim & Tina Bryan in memory of Evelyn Bryan 
 

Feb. 23: Given by Mike, Mark, Dave, Darrin, & Kevin Judy & 

families in honor of Phil & Sandy Judy’s 60th anniversary  
  

March 1: Given by Linda Gubanez’s family in memory of Ed 

Nuske - dad  
 

March 8: Given by Henni Crain in honor of Hannah Crain’s  

birthday  
 

March 15: Given by Peggy Pratt in honor of children, grand-

children & great grandchildren  
 

March 22: Given by Wilma Kough in memory of Jim Kough &  

sister, Izetta Antrum  
 

March 29: Given by Debbie Artman in memory of Dave Artman 

for his birthday 3/31  

UNITED METHODIST 
WOMEN  

 

February & March  

Meetings:   

           Thursday, Feb. 27 at 2 p.m.  
 

           Location: Fellowship Hall  

          Program: Marge Andres 

     “Prayer and Self Denial” 

           Hostess: Barbara Grimm  
 

           Thursday, March 26 at 2 p.m. 

            Location: Fellowship Hall  

            Program: Connie Somerville 

            Hostess: TBA 
  

All women of the church are  

welcome to attend.  

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

To Vance & Tammy McConnell on 

the birth of their son, Henry  

Lawrence, who was born Dec. 9. Congratulation 

also, to grandparents, Jim & Suzanne  

McConnell and great grandparents, Kenny & 

Linda McConnell.  
 

To Jessica & Travis Todd, on the birth of their 

daughter, KayLee Liza, who was born Dec. 11. 

Congratulation also, to grandparents, Dave & 

Linda Gubanez. 
  

To Cari & Mike Bernhart, first time grandparents 

to Josephine Marilyn Muchmore, daughter of Lucy 

& Kyle Muchmore, who was born Jan. 20th.  

Congratulations also, to great grandparents, 

Warner & Ruth Sanders. 

PASTORAL VISITATION  
POLICY 

 

James 5:14, “Is anyone among 
you sick? Let them call the  
elders of the church to pray 
over them and anoint them 
with oil in the name of the 
Lord.”  Rev. Bufkin asks that 
individuals requesting a  
visitation or their immediate 
family members contact him 
by his cell phone number 
(740-381-5489). 

OUTREACH  
UPDATE 

 

Thank you to all who helped 
make this year's Christmas 
outreach a success. There 
were over 50 teen toiletry 
bags donated to Urban  
Mission Ministries for its 
Christmas distribution.   


